Bills of Interest to the Air Force Reserve - CY 2002
Bills of Interest to the Air Force Reserve - CY 2003


	Bill #
	Title
	Sponsor
	Description
	Status

	Defense Authorization and Appropriations

	HR1588
	FY04 National Defense
	Duncan Hunter (R‑52-CA) +1
	A bill to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2004 for military
	Reported to House 5/20/03, HRpt 108‑106

	S1050
	Authorization Act
	John Warner (R‑VA) +1
	activities of the Department of Defense and to prescribe military personnel strengths for fiscal year 2004 (previously S747)
	Reported to Senate 5/13/03, SRpt 108-46

	
	FY04 Defense Appropriations Act
	
	A bill making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending 30 Sep 04
	Not yet introduced

	
	FY04 Military Construction Appropriations Act
	
	A bill making appropriations for military construction, family housing, and base realignment and closure for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending 30 Sep 04
	Not yet introduced

	HR1559
	Emergency Wartime Supplemental
	Bill Young (R‑10‑FL)
	An original bill making emergency wartime supplemental appropriations for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2003 (HRpt 108-55, 4/2/03; Passed House 414-12, 4/3/03 and Senate (S762) 93-0, 4/3/03; Conference Report HRpt 108-76 adopted by House by VV and Senate by UC on 4/12/03)
	Signed by President 4/16/03

PL 108-11

	S762
	Appropriations Act
	Ted Stevens (R‑AK)
	An original bill making supplemental appropriations to support Department of Defense operations in Iraq, Department of Homeland Security, and related efforts for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2003 (SRpt 108-33, 4/1/03)
	Passed 93-0 4/3/03


	Bill #
	Title
	Sponsor
	Description
	Status

	Pay and Benefits

	HR217
	
	Robert Wexler

(D-19-FL)  +96
	A bill to ensure that a federal employee who takes leave without pay in order to perform service as a member of the uniformed services or member of the National Guard shall
	Introduced

1/7/03

	HR1345
	Reservists Pay Security Act of 2003
	Tom Lantos (D‑12‑CA) +18
	continue to receive pay in an amount which, when taken together with the pay and allowances such individual is receiving for such service, will be no less than the basic pay
	Introduced 3/19/03

	S593
	
	Richard Durbin (D‑IL) +7
	such individual would then be receiving if no interruption in employment had occurred.
	Introduced 3/11/03

	S442
	Reservists and Guardsmen Pay Protection Act of 2003
	Mary Landrieu (D‑LA) +1
	A bill to provide pay protection for members of the G&R (provides a tax credit to employers who continue paying their service members after they are activated and requires the Government to make up the difference between civilian and military pay for Federal employees who are activated
	Introduced 2/25/03

	HR303
	Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2003 (Concurrent 
	Michael Bilirakis(R-9-FL) +291
	A bill to amend 10 USC to permit retired members of the armed forces who have a service-connected disability to receive both military retired pay by reason of their years of military 
	Introduced

1/8/03

	S392
	Receipt)
	Harry Reid (D‑NV) +58
	service and disability compensation from the Department of VA for their disability.
	Introduced 2/13/03

	S711
	SelRes Reenlistment Bonus
	John McCain (R‑AZ) +5
	A bill to amend Title 37, United States Code, to alleviate delay in the payment of the Selected Reserve reenlistment bonus to members of Selected Reserve who are mobilized (S705 - 4)
	Passed by UC, 4/1/03

	S683
	Military Families Leave Act
	Russ Feingold (D‑WI)
	A bill to amend the Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 to provide entitlement to leave to eligible employees whose spouse, son, daughter, or parent is a member of the armed forces serving on active duty in support of a contingency operation or notified of an impending call or order to active duty in support of a contingency operation
	Introduced 3/21/03

	S737
	Imminent Danger Pay
	Richard Durbin (D‑IL) +1
	A bill to amend Title 37, United States Code, to increase the rate of imminent danger special pay and the amount of the family separation allowance
	Introduced 3/27/03

	S757
	G&R Commanders Pay Equity Act
	Saxby Chambliss (R‑GA) +3
	Expansion for eligibility for Command Responsibility Special Pay
	Introduced 4/1/03

	S806
	Benefits for Deployed Members
	Ben Nelson (D‑NE) +7
	A bill to improve the benefits and protections for regular and reserve members of the Armed Forces deployed or mobilized in the interests of the national security (allowance for lengthy deployments, educational protection)
	Introduced 4/7/03

	S945
	Military Pay Comparability
	John McCain (R‑AZ)
	A bill to amend 37 USC to improve the process for adjusting the rates of pay (military pay raises after 06 must sustain full comparability with increases in the ECI)
	Introduced 4/29/03

	HR1885
	Act of 2003
	Susan Davis (D‑53‑CA) +1
	A bill to amend 37 USC to ensure that military pay increases are comparable to private sector pay growth, as measured by the Employment Cost Index
	Introduced 4/30/03

	HR1779
	Guardsmen and Reservists Financial Relief Act
	Bob Beauprez (R‑7‑CO) +14
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to allow penalty-free withdrawals from retirement plans during the period that a reservist or guardsman is called to AD for an extended period
	Introduced 4/11/03


	Bill #
	Title
	Sponsor
	Description
	Status

	Retirement

	HR331
	Armed Forces Retirement Equity Act
	Joe Wilson (R‑SC-2) +14
	A bill to amend Title 10, United States Code, to provide that military retired pay for nonregular service shall be paid without regard to the age of a person otherwise eligible for such retired pay, rather than commencing when an otherwise eligible person attains age 60.
	Introduced 1/8/03

	HR742
	Reserve Retirement at Age 55
	Jim Saxton (R‑3‑NJ) +94
	To amend title 10 USC, to reduce the age for receipt of military retired pay for non-regular service from 60 to 55
	Introduced 2/12/03

	S445
	Reservists Retirement and Retention Act of 2003
	Mary Landrieu (D‑LA) +1
	A bill to amend 10 USC to revise the age and service requirements for eligibility to receive retired pay for non-regular service (lower the retirement age of a Reservist by one year for every 2-year period that he or she serves past the requisite 20 years for retirement)
	Introduced 2/25/03

	S1035
	Reserve Retirement at Age 55
	Jon Corzine (D‑NJ) +4
	A bill to amend 10 USC to reduce the age for receipt of military retired pay for nonregular service from 60 to 55
	Introduced 5/9/03

	HR548
	Military Survivor Benefits Improvement Act of 2003
	Jeff Miller (R‑FL‑1) +246
	A bill to amend 10 USC, to increase the minimum Survivor Benefit Plan basic annuity for surviving spouses age 62 and older and to provide a one-year open season under that plan
	Introduced 2/5/03

	S363
	Government Pension Offset Reform Act
	Barbara Mikulski (D‑MD) +25
	A bill to amend title II of the Social Security Act to provide that the reductions in social security benefits which are required in the case of spouses and surviving spouses who are also receiving certain Government pensions shall be equal to the amount by which two-thirds of the total amount of the combined monthly benefit (before reduction) and monthly pension exceeds $1,200, adjusted for inflation
	Introduced 2/11/03

	S451
	Military Survivor Benefits Improvement Act of 2003
	Olympia Snowe (R‑ME) +26
	A bill to amend 10 USC to increase the minimum Survivor Benefit Plan basic annuity for surviving spouses 62 and older and to provide for a one-year open season under that plan
	Introduced 2/26/03

	HR1592
	Eliminate 2-tier SBP System
	Bob Filner (D‑15‑CA)
	A bill to amend 10 USC to repeal the two-tier annuity computation system applicable to annuities for surviving spouses under the SBP for retired members of the armed forces so that there is no reduction in such an annuity when the beneficiary becomes 62 years of age
	Introduced 4/3/03

	HR1653
	Paid up Coverage for SBP
	James Saxton (R‑3‑NJ) +21
	A bill to amend Title 10, United States Code, to change the effective date for paid-up coverage under the military Survivor Benefit Plan from October 1, 2008, to October 1, 2003
	Introduced 4/7/03

	HR1726
	Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act
	Henry Brown (R‑1‑SC) +22
	A bill to amend 10 USC to repeal the offset from surviving spouse annuities under the military SBP for amounts paid by the secretary of VA as dependency and indemnity
	Introduced 4/10/03

	S585
	Military Retiree Survivors Benefit Act of 2003
	Bill Nelson (D‑FL) +7
	A bill to amend 10 USC to repeal the requirement for reduction of SBP survivor annuities by dependency and indemnity compensation
	Introduced 3/10/03

	S712
	SBP for Reservists on IDTs
	John McCain (R‑AZ) +5
	A bill to amend 10 USC to provide SBP annuities for surviving spouses of Reserves not eligible for retirement who die from a cause incurred or aggravated while on IDT (S706 - 3)
	Passed by UC, 4/1/03


	Bill #
	Title
	Sponsor
	Description
	Status

	Health Care

	HR65
	Military Retiree Health Care Relief Act
	Jo Ann Emerson (R-8-MO) +1
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to allow a refundable credit to military retirees for premiums paid for coverage under Medicare Part B
	Introduced 1/7/03

	HR58
	Keep Our Promise to 
	Chet Edwards (D-TX-11) +167
	A bill to restore health care coverage to retired members of the uniformed services
	Introduced 1/7/03

	S56
	America's Military Retirees Act
	Tim Johnson (D-SD) +7
	
	Introduced 1/7/03

	S647
	Health Care Funding for Activated Reservists 
	Edward Kennedy (D‑MA) +11
	A bill to amend 10 USC to provide for DoD funding of continuation of non-TRICARE health benefits plan coverage for reservists called or ordered to active duty and their dependents
	Introduced 3/18/03

	HR1466
	Mobilized Reserve Family Health Care Ac
	Michael Capuano (D‑8‑MA) +25
	A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a tax credit for the health insurance costs for family coverage of military reservists called to active duty
	Introduced 3/27/03

	S852
	NG&R Comprehensive Health Benefits
	Mike DeWine (R‑OH) +4
	A bill to amend 10 USC to provide limited TRICARE program eligibility for members of the Ready Reserve and to provide financial support for continuation of health insurance for mobilized members of reserve components of the armed forces
	Introduced 4/10/03


	Bill #
	Title
	Sponsor
	Description
	Status

	Taxes and Economic Stimulus

	HR349
	
	Michael Bilirakis (R-9-FL) +1
	A bill to amend the IRS Code to provide a tax credit to employers for the value of the service not performed during the period employees are performing service as members of the RR
	Introduced 1/27/03

	HR350
	Employer Tax Credit
	Michael Bilirakis (R-9-FL) +1
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to provide to employers a tax credit for compensation paid during the period employees are performing service as members of the Ready Reserve 
	Introduced 1/27/03

	HR454
	
	Sam Graves (R‑6‑MO)
	A bill to amend the IRS Code to provide to employers a tax credit for compensation paid during the period employees are performing service as members of the Ready Reserve
	Introduced 1/29/03

	S393
	
	George Allen (R‑VA) +1
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to allow employers a credit against income tax with respect to employees who participate in the military reserve components and to allow a comparable credit for participating reserve component self-employed individuals
	Introduced 2/13/03

	S202
	Reserve Component Tax Assistance Act of 2003
	Mike DeWine (R‑OH) +19
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to allow as a deduction in determining adjusted gross income that deduction for expenses in connection with services as a member of a reserve component of the armed forces of the United States, to allow employers a credit against 
	Introduced 1/22/03

	HR1504
	
	David Vitter (R‑1‑LA)
	income tax with respect to employees who participate in the military reserve components, and to allow a comparable credit for participating reserve component self-employed individuals
	Introduced 3/27/03

	HR878
	
	Bill Thomas (R‑22‑CA) +25
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 (allows an above-the-line deduction for unreimbursed travel expenses incurred by reservists up to $500) (HRpt 108-23, 3/5/03) 
	Replaced By HR 1307

	HR1307
	
	Bill Thomas (R‑22‑CA)
	A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a special rule for members of the uniformed services in determining the exclusion of gain from the sale of a principal residence and to restore the tax exempt status of death gratuity payments to members of the uniformed services (allows an above-the-line deduction for unreimbursed travel expenses incurred by reservists up to $1,500) (Replaces HR878) (Related bills: HR1369 - 7)
	Passed House 422-0, 3/20/03; Senate 97-0, 3/27/03

	S19
	Armed Forces Tax Fairness Act
	Tom Daschle (D-SD) +29
	A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and Titles 10 and 38, United States Code, to improve benefits for members of the uniformed services and for veterans (includes above-the-line deduction for overnight travel expenses of National Guard and Reserve members)
	Introduced

1/7/03

	S289
	
	Charles Grassley (R‑IA) +23
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to provide tax equity for military personnel (allows an 
	Committee Markup 2/5/03

	S351
	
	Charles Grassley (R-IA)
	above-the-line deduction for unreimbursed travel expenses incurred by reservists)
	Incorporated into HR1307

	HR1664
	
	Bill Thomas (R‑22‑CA)
	To amend the IRS Code of 1986 to provide a special rule in determining the exclusion of gain from the sale of a principal residence, to restore the tax exempt status of death gratuity payments, and to provide an above-the-line deduction for overnight (Replaces HR1307)
	Passed voice vote, 4/9/03

	S704
	Death Gratuity to $12K
	Susan Collins (R‑ME) +4
	A bill to amend Title 10, United States Code, to increase the amount of the death gratuity payable with respect to deceased members of the armed forces
	Passed by UC, 4/1/03

	HR1133
	Exclusion for Combat 
	William Jefferson (D-2-LA) +12
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to provide a temporary exclusion for members of RCs of the armed forces and DoD civilian employees serving in a combat zone and to extend the exclusion for serving in a combat zone to DoD civilian employees
	Introduced 3/6/03

	S721
	Zones
	George Allen (R‑VA) +10
	A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the combat zone income tax exclusion to include income for the period of transit to the combat zone and to remove the limitation on such exclusion for commissioned officers
	Introduced 3/26/03


	Bill #
	Title
	Sponsor
	Description
	Status

	Taxes and Economic Stimulus (con’t)

	HR1325
	Study for Tax Credit, HDIP Computed in Retired Pay
	Kay Granger (R‑12‑TX)
	A bill to provide for the inclusion of hazardous duty pay in the computation of military retired pay for members with extensive hazardous duty experience and to require a study on the need for a tax credit for businesses that employ members of the NG&R
	Introduced 3/18/03

	HR1393
	Armed Forces Tax Fairness and Justice Act
	Bill Janklow (R‑AL-SD) +7
	A bill to ensure that tax-exempt status and other benefits afforded under Operation Enduring Freedom are also provided to United States armed forces personnel in Israel
	Introduced 3/18/03

	HR100
	Servicemembers Civil 
	Chris Smith (R‑4‑NJ) +40
	A bill to restate, clarify, and revise the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act of 1940 (HRpt 108-81. 4/30/03) (HR1411)
	Passed House 425-0, 5/7/03

	S792
	Relief Act
	Zell Miller (D‑GA) +2
	
	Introduced 4/7/03

	S803
	Deductions for  Savings Accounts
	Ben Nelson (D‑NE) +8
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to allow a deduction to members of the armed forces reserves for contributions to savings accounts which may be used when the members are called to active duty
	Introduced 4/7/03

	HR1518
	Exclude Bonuses from Taxes
	John Hostettler (D‑IN‑8) +9
	A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross income any enlistment, accession, reenlistment, or retention bonus paid to a member of the armed forces
	Introduced 3/31/03

	HR1687
	Exclude Military Pay from Taxes
	John Culberson (R‑TX‑7) +22
	A bill to amend the IRS Code of 1986 to exclude from income taxation all compensation received for active service as a member of the armed forces of the United States
	Introduced 4/9/03


	Bill #
	Title
	Sponsor
	Description
	Status

	Education

	HR1168
	Active Reservists and National Guard Student Loan Relief Act of 2003
	Tim Ryan (D‑17‑OH) +62
	A bill to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide deferments and interest payments for borrowers of student loans who are called to active duty
	Introduced 3/10/03

	HR1323
	Reservist and National Guard Opportunities and 
	Martin Frost (D‑24‑TX) +28
	A bill to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to require institutions of higher education to 
	Introduced 3/18/03

	HR1503
	Protection of Education Act
	David Vitter (R‑1‑LA)
	preserve the educational status and financial resources of military personnel called to AD
	Introduced 3/27/03

	S447
	Reservist Opportunities and Protection of 
	Mary Landrieu (D‑LA) +4
	A bill to amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to require institutions of higher education to preserve the educational status and financial resources of military personnel called to AD
	Introduced 2/25/03

	HR1724
	Education Act
	Rodney Alexander (D‑5‑LS) +11
	A bill to require institutions of higher education to make full refunds of tuitions and fees paid by members of the armed forces and NG called to AD or active service during a war or national emergency
	Introduced 4/10/03

	HR1412
	Higher Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act of 2003
	John Kline (R‑2‑MN) +46
	A bill to provide the secretary of Education with specific waiver authority to respond to a war or other military operation or national emergency
	Passed 421-1, 4/1/03

	HR1374
	Increase Educational Assistance
	Lane Evans (D‑17‑IL) +37
	A bill to amend chapter 1606 of Title 10, United States Code, to increase the amount of basic educational assistance for members of the Selected Reserve
	Introduced 3/20/03

	HR1328
	Veterans Educational Opportunities Enhancement Act of 2003
	Walter Jones (R‑3‑NC) +3
	A bill to amend 38USC to extend the period over which an individual must make payment to the secretary of VA to become entitled to educational assistance under the MGIB, to prospectively permit any servicemember to withdraw an election not to enroll under the MGIB, and to provide for certain servicemembers to become eligible for educational assistance under the MGIB
	Introduced 3/18/03

	S730
	Transfer of MGIB Benefits
	John Warner (R‑VA)
	A bill to amend 38USC to permit the transfer to spouses and children of a portion of the entitlement of certain members of the armed forces to educational assistance under the MGIB
	Introduced 3/27/03

	Other

	HR1059
	
	Martin Frost (D‑24‑TX)
	A bill to amend 10USC to provide increased access to military commissary stores for members of the Ready Reserve, gray area retirees and their dependents
	Introduced 3/4/03

	S715
	Commissary for Reservists
	Lindsey Graham (R‑SC) +2
	A bill to amend Title 10, United States Code, to repeal the calendar year limitations on the use of commissary stores by reservists (repeals calendar year limitations and gives gray area retirees unlimited access)
	Introduced 3/26/03

	HR1257
	Qualification for Home Loans for Reservists
	Lane Evans  (17-IL) +17
	A bill to amend 38 USC to make permanent the authority for qualifying members of the SelRes to have access to home loans guaranteed by the secretary of VA and to provide for uniformity in fees charged qualifying members of the SelRes and AD veterans for such home loans
	Reported to House 5/19/03, HRpt 108‑107

	S687
	Prohibit Concurrent Deployment of Military Spouses w/minor children
	Barbara Boxer (D‑CA)
	A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to prohibit the concurrent deployment to combat zones of both military spouses of military families with minor children
	Introduced 3/21/03

	S718
	Free Phone Calls
	John McCain (R‑AZ) +6
	A bill to provide a monthly allotment of free telephone calling time to members of the United States armed forces stationed outside the United States who are directly supporting military operations in Iraq or Afghanistan
	Passed by UC, 4/1/03
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