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war on terrorism, DuBois noted, suggest that adjustments should also be conducted with forces stationed overseas. And besides trimming excess real estate that's costly to maintain, he explained, another BRAC would assist DoD to become more "joint." 

"We ought to look at how all four services can utilize a reconfigured footprint to better support the warfighting plans of the combatant commanders," DuBois said. 

Although not addressed in the 2005 BRAC, it's well known, DuBois pointed out, that "there are (overseas) places where we have a concentration of troops basically as a legacy from the Cold War -- as a legacy of the post-World War II situation between the Warsaw Pact and NATO." The Cold War "has gone away," he asserted. Consequently, he pointed out, there is no longer a need for having 70,000 U.S. troops based in Germany. In fact, DuBois noted that U.S. combatant commanders are slated to meet soon to study today's worldwide basing and warfighting needs. The 2005 BRAC, DuBois noted, will reconfigure stateside military infrastructure to meet the realities of the 21st century. Some installations, he explained, will gain assets while others will be closed. 

Overview: The Legislative Framework in the Senate 

Origin of the Senate: The Great Compromise 

On July 16, 1787, the fifty-five Founding Fathers meeting in Philadelphia reached what is commonly called the "Great Compromise." The compromise emerged from the struggle between the large states and the small states over the apportionment of seats in the Congress. The Framers easily accepted by principle of bicameralism, a two-house national legislature, but disagreed strongly over how each chamber would be constituted. This was the most contentious issue at the Constitutional Convention and nearly led to its dissolution.   To see the rest of this article, please visit the following website:

http://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/Senate_legislative_process.htm
To view similar information on the House, visit:

http://clerk.house.gov/histHigh/index.php
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Commander’s Column (continued from p1)

My hope is that by giving our representatives the right information, they will find the best answer when they are working on issues.

Simple things such as mailing unit newspapers, or faxing news releases to our congressional offices, go a long way to keeping Congressional Members and their staffs informed.  It is also important that they meet the people they represent to hear their ideas about policies and legislation, so we make a point of inviting them to Base-Community Council and Reserve Officer Association meetings.  

Working closely with your congressional delegation can be interesting and educational for all involved!  And, don’t forget your state legislators….they typically become your U. S. representatives!

         REI Hails and Farewells

Colonel Kathy Campbell retired in August.  She was an integral part of the office, who will be greatly missed.  We’d like to welcome Colonel Joe Webster as our new Div Chief, Colonel John Ellsworth as our new LL Reserve Advisor, Major Mary Harp to the Posture Team, and Capt Selby Kewin to Inquiries.

STAY INFORMED!

   http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm
   http://afsahq.org/ 
    http://www.senate.gov/
   http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html
   http://www.house.gov/   http://thomas.loc.gov/
   http://www.afa.org/
 http://www.esgr.org/
  http://www.roa.org/
Filibuster and Cloture
Using the filibuster to delay debate or block legislation has a long history. In the United States, the term filibuster -- from a Dutch word meaning "pirate" -- became popular in the 1850s when it was applied to efforts to hold the Senate floor in order to prevent action on a bill. 

In the early years of Congress, representatives as well as senators could use the filibuster technique. As the House grew in numbers, however, it was necessary to revise House rules to limit debate. In the smaller Senate, unlimited debate continued since senators believed any member should have the right to speak as long as necessary. 

In 1841, when the Democratic minority hoped to block a bank bill promoted by Henry Clay, Clay threatened to change Senate rules to allow the majority to close debate. Thomas Hart Benton angrily rebuked his colleague, accusing Clay of trying to stifle the Senate's right to unlimited debate. Unlimited debate remained in place in the Senate until 1917. At that time, at the suggestion of President Woodrow Wilson, the Senate adopted a rule (Rule 22) that allowed the Senate to end a debate with a two-thirds majority vote -- a tactic known as "cloture."    http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/briefing/Filibuster_Cloture.htm
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Unit Outreach Activities

**The following units hosted very successful outreach events during August: 302 AW, 339FTS, 419FW, 440 AW, 482 FW, 910 AW, 919 SOW & 944 FW…thanks to all for the hard work.  If you do not see your unit listed, and you forwarded a feedback form to REI, Call Major Haverstock 225-9382.    If you would like the opportunity to learn about the legislative process in DC, see the class dates below.
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 USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, the Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding 
Issue Spotlight


DoD Statement on Family Separation Allowance and Imminent Danger Pay





In April, after the President's Budget was submitted, Congress authorized an increase in both the Family Separation Allowance (on a worldwide basis) and Imminent Danger Pay and legislated that these increases would expire on Sept. 30, 2003.  The department is aware of the problem that would result for those serving in Iraq and Afghanistan if these allowances were allowed to expire.  This is an issue of targeting those most deserving, and certainly people serving in Iraq and Afghanistan are in these categories.  We intend to ensure they continue to receive this compensation at least at the current levels. 





“QUOTES” AROUND THE BUILDING





(Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs, Thomas F. Hall’s view on Force Rebalancing) ”…In addition to a rebalanced force, Hall said he believes the future holds a more flexible drilling schedule for guardsmen and reservists. Instead of the traditional weekend drill, there could be two two-week training periods, he added. Reservists or guardsmen might only go to the drill center once a year for administrative duty. Some might do all their training at the same time. Virtual drilling -- a lawyer doing legal briefs remotely, for example -- may also be a possibility, Hall noted.” 


"If it best fits the needs of the service and best fits the needs of the individual, we think a new way of drilling is what we'll see in the future." 


 


(Deputy Undersecretary of Defense for Installations and Environment, Raymond DuBois) "A great deal has changed in the last 10 years that ought to lead any thinking person to the conclusion that … (another BRAC) is a good thing to do," he said. 


The next BRAC will affect stateside and U.S. territory bases. DoD, he added, is also looking at its global military force structure to see if it meets today's national security needs.  Lessons learned from 9-11 and the ensuing








What Can You Expect to See From Congress during the Final Weeks of the 108th -  first session?    


The Armed Service Committees of the House and Senate have both submitted National Defense Authorization Act for 2003 bills that were voted on before the August recess.  When Members return from the recess, they will go to Conference on the remaining divisions between the two chambers.  The same is true for the Appropriations Committee.  They will also begin their conference to work out differences, vote on a final bill and submit to the President to sign into law.  You will also see the hearing cycle start to increase a bit, with the pending 767 tanker lease hearing and the Senate confirmation hearings of the nominees for Secretary of the Air Force, and Secretary of the Army. 


�You can find information on bills of interest at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov� 


For information on the status of Appropriations bills, visit:


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html� 





Commander’s Column  


by Brig Gen Gjede - 910AW/CC


Every ten years, congressional districts are realigned all over the country, effecting change, not only in the party lines in the House of Representatives, but possibly, the number of congressmen we keep informed of activities at our Reserve bases and tenant units.  Here in Ohio, for example, the 910th Airlift Wing now has three congressmen representing the majority of its personnel rather than one congressman.  We are fortunate that our three congressmen and our Senators are very supportive of the 910 AW mission, people, and future growth.  


My Public Affairs personnel work diligently to keep congressional staffs aware of activities at the 910 AW.


Since the beginning of this year, we have had frequent congressional visits with energetic representatives and their staffs.  The primary goal of these visits is to open lines of communications with my Public Affairs staff and with me, to ensure continued support on issues that relate to the 910th Airlift Wing and the Reserve.


Keeping congressmen educated and informed about the 910th, as well as nurturing our relationship with them, is key to a good congressional outreach program.  


My philosophy (if you will) is that maintaining a good relationship with a Member’s staff is just as important as a good relationship with the Member.  The staffers investigate issues and present their ideas to the Senators and Congressmen.    (Cont’d p2)








Is it true that . . .   Congress passed the "Sullivan Act" to prohibit family members from serving together on the same ship or in the same unit in the military? �
�
The answer is no.  There is no such act or law. However, after the Sullivan brothers were killed, several bills were introduced in Congress related to family members serving together in a military unit. None of these bills were enacted into law. However, there are military policies and directives to discourage immediate family members from serving together.


The facts: The 5 Sullivan brothers of Waterloo, Iowa, enlisted in the Navy on the same day, Jan 3, 1942. The brothers were assigned to the U.S.S. Juneau, which was torpedoed and sank on November 13, 1942, killing all but 10 of the crew.  Although an existing Navy regulation forbade the assignment of brothers to the same ship, their request to serve together was granted. The existing regulation was issued in July 1942, and was certainly influenced by the loss of the U.S.S. Arizona during Pearl Harbor, with 3 brothers among the casualties. 








“QUOTES”  continued from page 1








THE AUGUST RECESS TRADITION


By tradition and by law, Congress recesses for the month of August. During the Senate's early years, members attempted to adjourn in the spring, before the summer's heat and oppressive humidity overwhelmed them and their small staff. When the Senate � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/minute/The_Senates_New_Chamber.htm" �moved to its current chamber in 1859�, senators were optimistic about its "modern" ventilation system, but they soon found the new system ineffective. Long sessions were plagued by hot and stormy weather. The 1920s brought  � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/minute/Senators_Vote_To_Knock_Out_Walls.htm" �"manufactured weather"�  to the Senate chamber, but even modern climate control could not cope with the hottest days, forcing 20th-century senators to � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/minute/Escaping_the_Summer_Heat.htm" �escape the summer heat�. In 1970, finally facing the reality of long sessions, Congress � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/Legislating_AugustRecess.htm" �mandated a summer break� as part of the Legislative Reorganization Act. Today, the August recess continues to be a regular feature of the Senate � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/reference/reference_index_subjects/Schedule_vrd.htm" �schedule�--a chance for senators to spend time with family and meet with constituents in their home states. � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/graphic/large/curtis_with_fan.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/graphic/small/curtis_with_fan.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET �����
�
Vice President Charles Curtis �
�









To See The Organizational Chart of Our United States Government (as specified by the  Constitution), Click on the Link Below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/e_one_section_no_teasers/org_chart.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/e_one_section_no_teasers/org_chart.htm�





�  Note from the Editor:  A huge thank you to all the units who hosted many Congressional delegations through the recess.  Feedback has been phenomenal!   We encourage all units to do the same.  Comments or  questions?  Forward to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil�         





HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for FY 04- 05


October 13 - 15		Wing CCs			April 26 - 28		Wing CCs	


	November 2 - 5		Enlisted			May 9 - 12		Enlisted


	December 1 - 3		Wing CCs			June 6 - 9		Officers


	December 14 - 17		Officers			July 11 - 14		Enlisted


	January 11 - 14		Enlisted			October 17 - 20	Enlisted


	March 28 - 31		Officers			November 7 - 10	Officers





JARGON DRILL


executive calendar - A list of executive business (i.e., treaties and nominations) available for Senate floor consideration  


joint resolution - A legislative measure, designated "S. J. Res." and numbered consecutively upon introduction, which requires the approval of both chambers and, with one exception, is submitted (just as a bill) to the President for possible signature into law. The one exception is that joint resolutions (and not bills) are used to propose constitutional amendments. These resolutions require a two-thirds affirmative vote in each house but are not submitted to the President; they become effective when ratified by three-quarters of the States. 


For more information  go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm�
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