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Air Force, generally; maintenance and operation of the Panama Canal, including administration sanitation, and government of the Canal Zone; military research and development; national security aspects of nuclear energy; naval petroleum reserves, except those in Alaska; pay, promotion, retirement, and other benefits and privileges of members of the Armed Forces, including overseas education of civilian and military dependents; selective service system; strategic and critical materials necessary for the common defense.  Comprehensive study and review of matters relating to the common defense policy of the United States…WHEW!  That’s quite a list/responsibility for one authorizing Committee.  We expect to see passage of the Authorization Bill by December??  Stay tuned!  

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FY 04 DOD APPROPRIATIONS CONFERENCE REPORT (PUBLIC LAW 108-87) (cont’d from p1)

Pay Raise -- fully funds an average 4.1 per cent military personnel pay raise.

Housing Allowance -- approves housing allowances for the buy-down of service members’ out of pocket housing expenses from 7.5 per cent in FY03 to 3.5 per cent in FY04.

Imminent Danger Pay & Family Separation Allowances -- provides $128 M for the continuation of increased rates. 

932nd Airlift Wing -- The conferees recommend $12,200,000 above the budget request for operations at the 932 AW, Scott AFB, Ill., during FY04.

53d Weather Reconnaissance Squadron -- The conferees included a general provision (Section 8122) which amends House language to prohibit the disestablishment of the 53 WRS of the Air Force Reserve and which allows the Squadron to perform other missions in support of national defense requirements during the non-hurricane season.

National Guard and Reserve Equipment -- The conferees agree that the National Guard and Reserve equipment program shall be executed by the heads of the Guard and Reserve components with priority consideration for miscellaneous equipment appropriations given to the following items:  F-16 and A-10 LITENING PODS, etc.

Travel of Military Dependents -- The conferees are concerned that spouses and dependents of military personnel often do not have the financial means to visit their family members.  The conferees direct the Secretary of Defense to submit a proposal for a program that would provide travel assistance to spouses and dependents of deployed military personnel.  This proposal is to be submitted to the congressional defense committees before presentation of the FY05 budget estimate.
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To view the rest of this bill or find information on bills of interest, go to http://thomas.loc.gov 

 INFORMATION AND LINKS TO EACH BRANCH 

Legislative Branch
The U.S. Senate 

Government Printing Office (GPO) 

Library of Congress (LOC) 

The Architect of the Capitol 

The General Accounting Office 

Center for Legislative Archives, National Archives and Records Administration 

Executive Branch
Executive Office of the President (White House) 

The President's Cabinet (Federal Agencies) 

Independent Federal Agencies and Commissions 

FirstGov 

The Federal Information Center (FIC) 

FedWorld 

Judicial Branch
The Federal Judicial Center (FJC) 

The U.S. Supreme Court 

What is Public Disclosure? 


Members, officers, and staff of the U.S. House of Representatives are required by certain House Rules and federal statutes to file official documents on travel, income, gifts, campaign reports, mass mailings, registered lobbyists, etc. and to make this information available to the public as Public Disclosure documents. These documents are filed with the Clerk of the House and are available from the Legislative Resource Center, B-106 Cannon House Office Building, during normal office hours. The telephone number is (202) 226-5200.  To visit the website for further information, click on the link: http://clerk.house.gov/histHigh/index.php
And for the same information on the Senate side, click on this link:  http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/one_item_and_teasers/opr.htm
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Unit Outreach Activities

**The following units participated in outreach events during September: 927 ARW, 940 ARW, 440 AW, 434 ARW, & 919 SOW …thanks to all for the continued support.      

If you would like the opportunity to learn about the legislative process in DC, see the class dates below:
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 USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, the Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding 
Legislative Spotlight


S.1689 - An original bill making emergency appropriations for iraq and afghanistan security and reconstruction





This bill is the large 87 Billion dollar supplemental, requested by the administration, for Iraq and Afghanistan.  The really interesting part of this bill is the number and type of amendments which have been offered on it--some of which are of particular note to the Reserve Components:  


S.AMDT.1816 �Amends: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:SN01689:" �S.1689� �Sponsor: Sen Daschle, Thomas A. [SD] (submitted 10/2/2003) (proposed 10/2/2003) 


AMENDMENT PURPOSE:�To ensure that members of the Ready Reserve of the Armed Forces are treated equitably in the provision of health care benefits under TRICARE and otherwise under the Defense Health Program. 


10/2/2003: 


Amendment SA 1816 agreed to in Senate by Voice Vote.


S.AMDT.1802 �Amends: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:SN01689:" �S.1689� �Sponsor: Sen Coleman, Norm [MN] (submitted 10/2/2003) (proposed 10/2/2003) 


AMENDMENT PURPOSE:�To fund travel within the United States for members of the Armed Forces on rest and recuperation leave from a deployment overseas in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom or Operation Enduring Freedom


10/2/2003: 


Amendment SA 1802 agreed to in Senate by Voice Vote. 


�To view the full text of these and other amendments, as well as the full text of S.1689, go to � HYPERLINK "http://Thomas.loc.gov


" ��http://Thomas.loc.gov


�� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FY 04 DOD APPROPRIATIONS CONFERENCE REPORT (PUBLIC LAW 108-87)


MILITARY PERSONNEL TOTAL:  98.5 BILLION (+$4.9B over FY03)





Air Force Reserve End Strength -- 75,800 


AGR End Strength -- 1660


Technicians End Strength -- 10,081     (Cont’d on page 2)











Do We Have a Defense Appropriations Act for FY04, Yet?   


Yes.  The President signed the FY 2004 Defense Appropriations bill into law on 30 September. The $368 billion bill provides for a 4.1 percent average pay raise for military personnel and provides for the military readiness of our armed forces. It funds an increase in Basic Allowance for Housing to reduce average out-of-pocket expenses from 7.5 percent to 3.5 percent. Before sending the bill to the President, the conference committee rejected the consolidation of Guard and Reserve personnel appropriations with their respective active component appropriation.. Provides $128 million for increases in Family Separation Allowance and Imminent Danger Pay. 


�To view the rest of this bill or find information on bills of interest, go to � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov�   (Also, see bill highlights next column and page 2)


For information on the status of Appropriations bills, visit:


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html� 





Do We Have a Defense Authorization Act for FY04, Yet?   





Unfortunately, there are still a number of issues delaying the passage of the Defense Authorization Act for FY04.  Some of those issues are full Concurrent Receipt and Buy America restrictions, to name only a couple.  Does this beg the question of the relevance of an Authorization Committee, when the money has already been Appropriated?





The following is a synopsis of the Authority given to the Armed Services Committees to oversee the military:  Aeronautical and space activities peculiar to or primarily associated with the development of weapons systems or military operations; the common defense; the Department of Defense, the Department of the Army, the Department of the Navy, and the Department of the, (Cont’d p2)





STAY INFORMED!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm" ��http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm�


   � HYPERLINK "http://afsahq.org/" ��http://afsahq.org/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/" ��http://www.senate.gov/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.esgr.org/" ��http://www.esgr.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html" ��http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/" ��http://www.house.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afa.org/" ��http://www.afa.org/�    � HYPERLINK "http://www.roa.org/" ��http://www.roa.org/�











Is it true that . . .   There is a bill in Congress to impose a 5-cent tax on e-mails?�
�
The answer is no.  This Internet hoax claims that Congressman Tony Schnell is sponsoring Bill 602P to allow a 5-cent surcharge or tax for each e-mail delivered by billing the Internet service provider. Congressman Schnell is even quoted as advocating a "twenty to forty dollar per month surcharge on all Internet service" above and beyond the government's proposed e-mail charges.


The facts: There is no Congressman Schnell, and there never has been one. Bill 602P does not exist; in fact, bills in the U.S. Congress are not numbered this way. Finally, the hoax claims a Washington, D.C. lawyer named Richard Stepp is working to prevent passage of the bill; again, there is no such person. Link to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.usps.com/news/2002/press/emailrumor.htm" �U.S. Postal Service� for more information.











“Authority”  continued from page 1





THE BOOK REPORT


Landmark Legislation, 1774-2002, Stephen W. Stathis  CQ Press�A treasure trove of information about the 1,300 most important laws and treaties approved by Congress since 1774. The author, a senior staff member with the Congressional Research Service, provides an essay for each Congress that sets the actions of the legislators in the historical context. 








"All Legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives."�(Article I, Section 1, of the � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/const/const.html" �United States Constitution�)


 �
�









To See The Organizational Chart of Our United States Government (as specified by the  Constitution), Click on the Link Below:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/e_one_section_no_teasers/org_chart.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/e_one_section_no_teasers/org_chart.htm�





�  Note from the Editor:  We are all anxiously awaiting the passage of the Iraq Supplemental, but have already begun our plan for next year’s visits to the Hill.  If you’d like to attend one of the classes, please note the schedule in this issue.  Commander’s Column will return next month.  My sincere thanks to BG Gjede and his staff for last month’s article!  My apologies to the 403 WG who should have been included in the list of August Recess Outreach successes last issue. We encourage all units to keep up the super contact levels we’ve seen with local and DC Members and staffers.  Comments or  questions?  Forward to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil� 


   





HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for FY 04- 05


October 13 - 15		Wing CCs			April 26 - 28		Wing CCs	


	November 2 - 5		Enlisted			May 9 - 12		Enlisted


	December 1 - 3		Wing CCs			June 6 - 9		Officers


	December 14 - 17		Officers			July 11 - 14		Enlisted


	January 11 - 14		Enlisted			October 17 - 20	Enlisted


	March 28 - 31		Officers			November 7 - 10	Officers





JARGON DRILL


whips - Assistants to the floor leaders who are also elected by their party conferences. The Majority and Minority Whips (and their assistants) are responsible for mobilizing votes within their parties on major issues. In the absence of a party floor leader, the whip often serves as acting floor leader.


item veto - Authority to veto part rather than all of an appropriations act. The President does not now have item-veto authority. He must sign or veto the entire appropriations act. The item veto sometimes is referred to as a line-item veto.


question - (the question on the floor…)  Any matter on which the Senate is to vote, such as passage of a bill, adoption of an amendment, agreement to a motion, or an appeal.     For more information  go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm�
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