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Unit Outreach Activities

· HQ ARPC (CO)
Sep 5
Visit by CM Tancredo and Senator Campbell staffers

· 452 AMW (CA)
Sep 5
Mr. Duehring, OASD-RA, Town Hall Meeting


· 934th AW (MN)
Sep 5
Visit by MLAs from Sen(s) Dayton, Wellstone & CM Luther

· 908th AW (AL)
Sep 16
Senator Sessions and CM Everett attended ground-breaking

· 434 ARW (IN)
Sep 21
CM Buyer visit following Korean War Medal Ceremony

· HQ ARPC (CO)    Sep 26
CM Tancredo staffer attended Aurora Chamber of Commerce Mtg

· AFRC/SG (AL)
Sep 30
CM McHugh, HASC Mil Pers Subcmt meeting at Ft Bragg/Pope 

· HQ AFRC (AL)
Sep 30
Senator Miller staffer attended JSTARS standup ceremony


[image: image4.png]



-

Legislative Spotlight


Reservist Opportunities and Protection of Education Act


(S2993)


Sponsor:  Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA)


Cosponsors: None





Status:  Referred to Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions on September 24, 2002.  (Only days left in 107th Congress, if bill does not pass before adjournment, it will have to be introduced as new legislation in the 108th Congress)


Caution:  This bill has not become law!


To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to require institutions of higher education to preserve the educational status and financial resources of military personnel called to active duty. 


Related bill:  none  


�You can find more information on this bill at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov� 


�


Air Force Reserve Hosts                           Fall Capitol Hill Reception


On the evening of September 19, 2002, the Air Force Reserve held a successful Fall Capitol Hill Reception in the House Rayburn Building. Lt Gen James Sherrard III, Chief of Air Force Reserve, hosted the event with over 100 guests attending from Capitol Hill including Congressman (CM) Ken Calvert (R-CA), CM Howard Coble, (R-NC) CM Sam Johnson (R-TX), CM Gene Taylor (D-MS).   Also attending were several Air Force Reserve enlisted/officer members from Andrews Air Force Base who had participated in Operations Enduring Freedom and Noble Eagle.   This event provided a unique opportunity for Air Force Reserve interaction with Congressional members and their staff.     





Air Force Reserve 2003         Legislative Program        


As the 107th Congress draws to a close in the coming weeks and FY03 authorization and appropriation legislation is finalized, it is time to  look ahead to next year.  HQ USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, is busy working strategy and proposals with SAF/LL, Secretary of the Air Force Office of Legislative Liaison for the coming legislative cycle and information campaign for engaging the 108th Congress.  As we prepare a legislative agenda, it is important to solidify our Air Force Reserve message, priorities, and plan for 2003 in the remaining months of 2002.   At the Air Staff level, coordination with each HQ/AF Reserve Directorate is occurring to obtain appropriate information, priorities, and staffing to prepare our Air Force Reserve legislative program.   





The 108th Congress is slated to begin January 21, 2003.  November elections will result in some new elected officials and staffers on Capitol Hill, and may also affect the make-up of key committees.  Based on the federal budget cycle, a narrow window of opportunity exists for informing members of Congress about Air Force Reserve programs and those issues important to our members. Our window of opportunity begins at the end of January and continues through the end of April 2003.  During that time, we plan to interact robustly with Congressional members, committees, and staffers.  As constituents and Air Force Reserve members, you may voice opinions to your elected representatives and staff members at both local and national levels but you may only do so as private citizens at your own expense.  Please see AFI 90-401 for guidelines relating to Congressional interaction.   If you have additional questions or concerns, please contact HQ USAF/REI.    
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Election Year Guidance (cont’d)    


--Do not allow candidates to film campaign commercials using military equipment or on military property.





--Do not allow distribution of partisan campaign material on base by military personnel.





--Do not allow anyone to use their official position to influence elections, solicit votes, or ask for campaign money.





--Do not attend partisan or nonpartisan political gatherings while in uniform.





--Do not appear in campaign advertising while in uniform or allow the use of such images.





*********************************************


Headquarters Orientation           For Enlisted Members





AF/REI conducts a HQ USAF/RE Orientation Course several times a year to give Air Force Reserve enlisted members a first-hand opportunity to learn “what we do” here at the Air Staff.  Initiated by Chief Master Sergeant Troy McIntosh, the program is designed to give Air Force Reserve members “in the field” baseline knowledge on programs affecting them.  The course explains how issues are developed, worked in the Pentagon, and transformed into laws and policy.  FY03 class dates are as follows:





2002


November 4 - 7


December 9 - 12





2003


January 12 - 15		June 15 - 18


February 3 - 6			July 20 - 23 


March 10 - 13			August 10 - 13


May 18 - 21





For additional information, please contact Chief McIntosh at DSN 225-9442 or e-mail at


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Troy.McIntosh@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Troy.McIntosh@pentagon.af.mil�


























 Commander  Congressional Orientation Course


The HQ USAF/REI Commander Congressional Orientation Course has been on hold for several months due to a heavy schedule for Congress and  November elections.  We have begun scheduling courses for February and March 2003 and will initially focus on newly assigned commanders.  Look for our schedule in future bulletins!  





Frequently asked questions


Q:  Where can I get information on the voting records of members of my congressional delegation?


A: � HYPERLINK "http://www.vote-smart.org/" ��http://www.vote-smart.org/� is an excellent source 





Q: Where can I find summary information on Congressional bills of interest to Air Force Reservists?   


A: The REI website provides a summary list that has bill number, title, sponsor, description, and status of pending bills at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei/" ��http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei/�


(At REI Home Page, Click on “Bulletin” and “Bills of Interest to Air Force Reserve”)  





Q. Where can I find detailed information on Congressional bills and legislation?  


A.   Locate detailed information at: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/�


(Hint:  Find bill number at REI “Bills of Interest” and enter bill number at Thomas site to obtain detailed information and full bill text)  











� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.binoculars.com/images/sm_7200_360.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ��� FY 2003 National Defense Authorization & Apppropriations Watch





Status of Defense Authorization Act:	    	    Status of Defense Appropriations Act:	


House (H.R. 4546): Passed 359-58 on May 10, 2002	     House (H.R. 4546): Passed 413-18 on June 27, 2002


Senate (S. 2614): Passed 97-2 on June 27, 2002               Senate (S. 2614): Passed 95-3 on August 1, 2002


What’s next?  


House and Senate resolved differences between the respective chamber’s version of the legislation authorization and appropriation in conference. Conferences occurred for Defense and Military Construction Appropriations on October 9th and the appropriations conference report was released on 10 Oct 02.  The Defense authorization conference report is still pending.  DoD and all federal agencies are now operating under Continuing Resolution Authority since the beginning of Fiscal Year 03.








�  Note from the Editor


The REI Bulletin is a newsletter published by HQ USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, The Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding legislative activities addressed in future issues, please send an email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Lou.Ortiz@pentagon" ��Lou.Ortiz@pentagon�.af.mil


Maj Lou Ortiz 





Election Year Guidance For Air Force Bases and Members    


       


PURPOSE:   Provide guidance on political activities on bases and by Air Force members.





General Policy:  Do not engage in any activity that could be interpreted as associating the Air Force with any partisan political cause, issue, or candidate.





 DO:


--Allow candidates for public office the same access to base as any other visitor provided no partisan political activities take place.





--Allow members of Congress and other public officials, to include those who may not be running for re-election, to visit the base (e.g., to receive briefings and tours) provided no partisan political activities take place





--Encourage everyone to register to vote.





--If you wish, attend political meetings or rallies as a spectator, but not in uniform.





--If you wish, display a political bumper sticker on private vehicle.		  





--If you wish, express purely personal opinions about political candidates and/or issues provided you can do so under circumstances where such opinions will not be interpreted as an official endorsement; and be wary of violating Article 88, UCMJ (expressing contempt toward individuals).





--VOTE





DO NOT:


--Do not permit use of base facilities by any candidate for any activity that could be construed as political in nature, such as media events and fund raising.





--Do not allow candidates for political office to make political statements or respond to queries even if otherwise on base legitimately.
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