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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FY 04 DOD AUTHORIZATION CONFERENCE REPORT  (Not signed into law, yet) 
SEC. 131. ELIMINATION OF QUANTITY LIMITATIONS ON MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR C-130J AIRCRAFT.
Section 131(a) of the Bob Stump National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107-314; 116 Stat. 2475) is amended by striking `up to 40 C-130J aircraft in the CC-130J configuration and up to 24 C-130J aircraft in the KC-130J configuration' and inserting `C-130J aircraft in the CC-130J and KC-130J configurations'.
SEC. 367. AIRCRAFT FOR PERFORMANCE OF AERIAL REFUELING MISSION.
(a) RESTRICTION ON RETIREMENT OF KC-135E AIRCRAFT- The Secretary of the Air Force shall ensure that the number of KC-135E aircraft of the Air Force that are retired in fiscal year 2004, if any, does not exceed 12 such aircraft.
(b) REQUIRED ANALYSIS- Not later than March 1, 2004, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the congressional defense committees an analysis of alternatives for meeting the aerial refueling requirements that the Air Force has the mission to meet. The Secretary shall provide for the analysis to be performed by a federally funded research and development center or another entity independent of the Department of Defense.
SEC. 369. REPEAL OF CALENDAR YEAR LIMITATIONS ON USE OF COMMISSARY STORES BY CERTAIN RESERVES AND OTHERS.
(a) MEMBERS OF THE READY RESERVE- Section 1063(a) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by striking the period at the end of the first sentence and all that follows and inserting `in that calendar year.'. (Meaning:  All reservists now have full commissary privileges)
(b) CERTAIN OTHER PERSONS- Section 1064 of such title is amended by striking `for 24 days each calendar year'.
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To view the full text of this conference report, go to 
" 

http://Thomas.loc.gov
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COMMANDER’S COLUMN

By Colonel Tim Tarchick

Have you ever heard the old saying, “all politics is local”? We might want to change that old saying to “all reservists are local.” I have experienced first hand as commander of the 920th Rescue Wing here at Patrick AFB, Florida, the effect a great relationship between a unit, its politicians, and its surrounding local community can have. We have to remember that directly or indirectly – those relationships hold the success to each reserve unit. 


Back in September, I visited Washington D.C. and spoke with several Florida elected officials. Almost all of them wanted to know how many people in their district were from our unit. Are employers supporting our deployments? Are families coping okay? All of those concerns translate to votes of course, but as a commander my concern is how it equates to our unit’s success or failure. If the local community -- made up of unit members, families, friends and employers – does not have a good relationship and understanding of why its support is crucial, we will fail. It is as simple and blunt as that.


We recently celebrated the end of a two-year activation and mobilization for our unit. In all my 25 plus years of wearing this uniform, I had never been a part of a reserve unit mobilized for two years. Our job was crucial, and I’m proud to say “mission accomplished.” You might think that many in the local community, especially employers, were frustrated with those brave men and women being gone so long. There are always trying times of course, but in general the exact opposite was true. 


We constantly communicated to our federal, state and local politicians, our members, to our local press, and in turn to the people ‘downtown’ of our successes: the local community hung in there with us. On Nov. 2nd during our UTA weekend they came out in droves to support those of us in uniform. They threw a parade, hundreds volunteered to help, and thousands showed up to say “thank you.” It was a wonderful experience. My heart pounded with joy and pride at how our members and the community stuck in there through thick and thin. Do you think this has an effect on our unit’s success or failure?  Absolutely.


It may be easy at times to get wrapped up in issues and concerns about what new legislation is being debated or talked about – but let us not forget that it is how we communicate to our local community and the relationships we cultivate that can make or break us. Thanks for all you do.  Col Tim Tarchick,  920 Rescue Wing Commander, Patrick, AFB, Florida.
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Unit Outreach Activities

**The following units participated in outreach events during October: 920 RQW,482 FW, 927 ARW, 434 ARW, 440 AW, and 452 MSG…thanks to all for the continued support.      

If you would like the opportunity to learn about the legislative process in DC, see the class dates below:
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 USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, the Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding 
Legislative Spotlight


EXPANDING MILITARY TAX BENEFITS


H.R.3365 �Title: An act to amend title 10, United States Code, and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the death gratuity payable with respect to deceased members of the Armed Forces and to exclude such gratuity from ross income, to provide additional tax relief for members of the Armed Forces and their families, and for other purposes. �Sponsor: Rep Renzi, Rick [AZ-1] (introduced 10/21/2003)      


Cosponsors: 48�Latest Major Action: 11/11/2003 Became Public Law No: 108-121.





DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FY04


H.R.1588 �Title: To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2004 for military activities of the Department of Defense, for military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe personnel strengths for such fiscal year for the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. �Sponsor: Rep Hunter, Duncan [CA-52] (introduced 4/3/2003)      


Cosponsors: 1�Related Bills: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00245:" �H.RES.245�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00247:" �H.RES.247�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00437:" �H.RES.437�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:SN01047:" �S.1047�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:SN01050:" �S.1050��Latest Major Action: 11/7/2003 Conference report H. Rept. � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp108:FLD010:@1(hr354):" �108-354� filed. 11/12/2003 Cleared for White House�Read the posted text of the � HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/rules/text_1588cr.htm" �conference report�. 





DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS FOR MILCON-FY04


H.R.2559 �Title: Making appropriations for military construction, family housing, and base realignment and closure for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2004, and for other purposes. �Sponsor: Rep Knollenberg, Joe [MI-9] (introduced 6/23/2003)      


Cosponsors: (none)   


Related Bills: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00298:" �H.RES.298�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00429:" �H.RES.429�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:SN01357:" �S.1357��Latest Major Action: 11/13/2003 Presented to President.
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…The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;


		--Article I, Sect 8, U.S. Constitution


ACTION, ACTION, ACTION!   


No, it’s not a bad Hollywood pun, it’s what’s been happening up on Capitol Hill in the month of October!  In one month, it seems we’ve seen more movement on Defense Appropriations and Authorization Bills--including the Supplemental--than during the preceding nine months.   Just in the last two weeks, the President has had three major bills sent to him for signature--H.R. 3365, which establishes expanded benefits and tax breaks for military members (just in time for Veterans’ Day); H.R. 3289, supplemental appropriations for the rebuilding of Iraq and Afghanistan, and H.R. 1588,  The Defense Authorization Act for FY04.  These and others are included in this month’s legislative spotlight, and have embedded links to other similar pieces of legislation.   





H.R.3289 �Title: Making emergency supplemental appropriations for defense and for the reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2004, and for other purposes. �Sponsor: Rep Young, C. W. Bill [FL-10] (introduced 10/14/2003)      Cosponsors: (none)�Related Bills: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00396:" �H.RES.396�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00401:" �H.RES.401�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HE00424:" �H.RES.424�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:SN01689:" �S.1689��Latest Major Action: 11/6/2003 Signed by President.





�To view the rest of these bills or find information on bills of interest, go to � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov�   (Also, see bill highlights next column)





For information on the status of Appropriations bills:


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html� 
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STAY INFORMED!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm" ��http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm�


   � HYPERLINK "http://afsahq.org/" ��http://afsahq.org/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/" ��http://www.senate.gov/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.esgr.org/" ��http://www.esgr.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html" ��http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/" ��http://www.house.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afa.org/" ��http://www.afa.org/�    � HYPERLINK "http://www.roa.org/" ��http://www.roa.org/�











Is it true that . . .   Members of Congress do not pay into Social Security and when they retire they receive a pension equal to their congressional salary for the rest of their life? �
�
The answer is no. All members of Congress pay Social Security taxes in the same amounts as they would if they were employed in the private sector at the same salary level. The amount of a congressional pension varies and depends on years of service, age at the time of retirement, and salary.


The facts: The confusion about Social Security probably results from the fact that before 1984, Senators and Representatives did not participate in the Social Security program. Like all federal government employees at that time, members of Congress were covered by a pension plan, called the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS), that did not require payment of Social Security taxes and did not provide Social Security benefits. In 1983, Congress passed a law � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d098:1:./temp/~bdhWAN:@@@D|/bss/d098query.html|" ��(P.L. 98-21)� that required all federal employees first hired after 1983 to participate in Social Security. The law also required all members of Congress to participate in Social Security as of January 1, 1984, regardless of when they first entered Congress. This law directed the development of a new retirement plan for federal employees, called the Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS), which coordinates a federal pension with Social Security.


Members of Congress are eligible for a pension at age 62 if they have completed at least five years of service. They are eligible for a pension at age 50 if they have completed 20 years of service, or at any age after completing 25 years of service. The amount of the pension depends on years of service and the average of the highest three years of salary. By law, the starting amount of a member’s retirement annuity may not exceed 80 percent of his or her final salary. As of October 1, 2000, the average annual pension for members of Congress who have retired under CSRS is $52,464, and $46,932 for retirees under FERS-only or both FERS/CSRS.


Read a � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/RL30631.pdf" �report� --more detail on benefits for members of Congress.




















JOURNALS OF THE FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS�
�
The First Continental Congress met from September 5 to October 26, 1774. The Second Continental Congress ran from May 10, 1775, to March 2, 1789. The Journals of the Continental Congress are the records of the daily proceedings of the Congress as kept by the office of its secretary, � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(jc0023)):" �Charles Thomson�. The Journals were printed contemporaneously in different editions and in several subsequent reprint editions. None of these editions, however, includes the "Secret Journals," confidential sections of the records, which were not published until 1821.


This complete edition, published by the Library of Congress from 1904 to 1937, is based on the manuscript Journals and other manuscript records of the Continental Congress in the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress. Further information on how this edition was assembled, as well as notes explaining features introduced by the editors, may be found in volumes � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=lljc&fileName=001/lljc001.db&recNum=3" �1� and � HYPERLINK "http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=lljc&fileName=002/lljc002.db&recNum=4" �2�.











How  to . . .   find bills


You can read the full text of recent bills and resolutions on the Web, you can order them from the Senate or House Document Rooms, or you can find them in a library. You can also find many Senate bills in the Congressional Record. 


There are different versions of bills and resolutions as they pass through the legislative process. Some of the versions include "as introduced," "as reported," "as passed," "as received," "enrolled," and "engrossed." There are explanations of the different versions on THOMAS and GPO Access.








�  Note from the Editor:  Congress has been exceedingly busy this month, so to keep current, please utilize all the links in the Bulletin.  My sincere thanks to Col Tarchick, 920 RQW/CC for his well-timed, on-target article.  We encourage all units to keep up the super contact levels we’ve seen with local and DC Members and staffers.  Comments or  questions?  Forward to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil� 


   





HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for FY 04- 05


October 13 - 15		Wing CCs			April 26 - 28		Wing CCs	


	November 2 - 5		Enlisted			May 9 - 12		Enlisted


	December 1 - 3		Wing CCs			June 6 - 9		Officers


	December 14 - 17		Officers			July 11 - 14		Enlisted


	January 11 - 14		Enlisted			October 17 - 20	Enlisted


	March 28 - 31		Officers			November 7 - 10	Officers





JARGON DRILL


public debt - Cumulative amounts borrowed by the Treasury Department or the Federal Financing Bank from the public or from another fund or account. The public debt does not include agency debt (amounts borrowed by other agencies of the Federal Government). The total public debt is subject to a statutory limit.   


amendment in the nature of a substitute - An amendment that would strike out the entire text of a bill or other measure and insert a different full text.


advice and consent - Under the Constitution, presidential nominations for executive and judicial posts take effect only when confirmed by the Senate, and international treaties become effective only when the Senate approves them by a two-thirds vote.             For more information  go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm�
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