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                                                                 DEFENSE SPENDING (Cont’d from page 1)
top budget officer.” Sinn cited figures showing that, on average, officer compensation has nearly doubled since 1990, from $68,000 to $115,000. "Grade creep" has led to higher percentages of commissioned and noncommissioned officers in the force, which in turn has escalated costs.  

"In Reagan's era, we were buying lots of stuff," Hamre said. "Now, the military establishment is substantially different, with a much reduced force and fewer weapons on order. Yet, we're spending the same amount of money. It's just startling."

Bush came into office pledging to impose greater fiscal discipline on the Pentagon and stressing new, "transformational" technologies aimed at reshaping the U.S. military into a leaner, more mobile force geared to fighting regional wars and terrorist networks instead of the old Soviet Union.

But the terrorist attacks in 2001 triggered a surge in defense spending that eased pressure on the Pentagon to choose between the legacy systems still in development and the new technologies getting off the ground, including missile defenses, pilotless aircraft and laser communications satellites. Before last month's elimination of Comanche, the Pentagon under Bush had cut only two other sizable programs -- the Army's Crusader howitzer and a Navy missile defense system.

In late 2001, Bush approved a military budget plan that provided for increases of about $10 billion a year, plus the cost of inflation, through the rest of his term and beyond. The actual increases have been much greater.

Total defense budget authority, which covers not only the Pentagon's needs but also the nuclear weapons programs run by the Energy Department, rose by $19 billion in 2002 to $385 billion. It soared $89 billion the next year to $474 billion and has remained at about the same level in fiscal 2004.

By comparison, Reagan's buildup, in today's dollars, peaked at $494 billion in 1985.

Under Bush, said Adams of GWU, the Pentagon has "dodged a bullet" and avoided hard choices it would have faced under tighter fiscal conditions. "It has been able to have its cake and eat it, too."

Defense hawks in Congress remain determined to prevent the cake from being sliced up. Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.), chairman of the Armed Services Committee, and 33 other House Republicans sent a letter Feb. 25 to Rep. Jim Nussle (R-Iowa), chairman of the Budget Committee, warning they would oppose a budget resolution cutting Bush's request.

At a hearing of his committee last week, Hunter said reductions now "would be a mistake in the middle of a war, while our service personnel are engaged with the enemy." He and opponents of defense cuts also have pointed to aging fleets of military aircraft and vehicles, arguing that investment in new equipment must be sustained to make up for the "procurement holiday" of the 1990s that followed the Soviet Union's collapse.

Even with the recent rise in defense spending, they note, the military's share of the nation's gross domestic product amounts to only 4 percent, compared with an average 6 percent in the 1980s. The military's share of the federal budget is down as well, from an average 28 percent in the 1980s to slightly less than 20 percent in 2004.

Still, say proponents of defense cuts, the Pentagon consumes about half of all federal discretionary spending. As military spending has shot up under Bush, most other discretionary categories have remained flat or declined.

"There are many people in the other Appropriations subcommittees -- including the leaders of those subcommittees -- who believe their flat funding puts them in a very difficult position, and they'll be taking a hard look at our defense bill to try to tap into that pool," said Rep. Jerry Lewis (R-Calif.), chairman of the Appropriations Committee's panel on defense.  --Washington Post    March 8, 2004      By Bradley Graham, Washington Post Staff Writer
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Legislative Spotlight


 	108th Congress Bills of interest (both sessions )   


Some of them will still see growth as the 108th Congress draws to a close this year, others will not get any more co-sponsors and will remain dormant…Anything which is not passed into law by the end of this session will have to be re-introduced in the 109th Cong.


1 . Active Reservists and National Guard Farm Loan Relief Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:1:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.3298.IH]��2 . Mobilized Reserve Family Health Care Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:2:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1466.IH]��3 . Voluntary Support for Reservists and National Guard Members Act (Introduced in Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:3:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[S.1898.IS]��4 . Reservists Burial Equity Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:4:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.3659.IH]��5 . To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a temporary exclusion for members of reserve components of the Armed Forces and Department of Defense civilian employees serving... (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:5:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1133.IH]��6 . Small Business Military Reservist Tax Credit Act (Introduced in Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:6:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[S.1595.IS]��7 . Reservists Retirement and Retention Act of 2003 (Introduced in Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:7:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[S.445.IS]��8 . Guardsmen and Reservists Financial Relief Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:8:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1779.IH]��9 . Active Reservists and National Guard Student Loan Relief Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:9:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1168.IH]��10 . Reservists Pay Security Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:10:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.217.IH]��11 . Reservists Pay Security Act of 2003 (Introduced in Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:11:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[S.593.IS]��12 . Reservists and Guardsmen Pay Protection Act of 2003 (Introduced in Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:12:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[S.442.IS]��13 . Reservist Health Care Continuity Act (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:13:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.3202.IH]��15 . To express the support and commitment of the U.S. House of Representatives for the troops serving to protect and defend the United States of America by encouraging actions to extend... (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:15:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.RES.158.IH]��16 . Expressing the appreciation of the Nation to the members of the Armed Forces serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom and encouraging communities across the... (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:16:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.CON.RES.152.IH]��17 . Recognizing and commending the continuing dedication, selfless service, and commitment of members of the Armed Forces and their families during the Global War on Terrorism and in defense... (Referred to Senate Committee after being Received from House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:17:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.J.RES.27.RFS]��18 . Equity for Reservists Pay Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:18:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1345.IH]��19 . National Guard and Reserves Reform Act for the 21st Century (Introduced in Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:19:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[S.1000.IS]��20 . National Guard and Reserves Reform Act for the 21st Century (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:20:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.2168.IH]�


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2--Legislative Spotlight)


�For more information, please visit the THOMAS website:  � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.html�
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For your consideration, the following article by Bradley Graham of the Washington Post, poses a difficult question:





IS THE DEFENSE BUDGET TOO LARGE?


A sharp jump in military spending under President Bush has lifted defense budgets to levels not seen since the height of the Reagan buildup of the early 1980s, prompting warnings by lawmakers and defense analysts that the surge may no longer be sustainable in a time of deepening deficits.


The military bills, which are approaching $500 billion a year, reflect an exceptional confluence of events, as the Pentagon attempts to cover the costs of stabilizing Iraq and Afghanistan while pursuing an array of new weaponry, exploring revolutionary technologies and caring for an all-volunteer military.


In a sign of mounting pressure to constrain the Pentagon's purse, the Senate Budget Committee voted last week to trim $7 billion from Bush's defense request. Defense hawks vowed to restore the money and to block a similar cost-cutting move expected in the House.


The looming political battle bore a striking parallel with conditions 19 years ago when congressional alarm over a soaring federal deficit led to the end of President Ronald Reagan's defense buildup.


"This feels to me the way it did back in 1985," said John Hamre, a former deputy defense secretary and comptroller under President Bill Clinton and now president of the Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington. "I believe the tide has begun to turn. These deficit and defense budget numbers are so shockingly big now that, politically, they're untenable."


Indeed, the Army's decision last month to cancel its Comanche helicopter program signaled a growing recognition by military authorities that they can no longer afford all the projects they have in the works.


Among the most vulnerable projects are a few big-ticket weapons programs conceived during the Cold War and still in development, including the Air Force's F/A-22 Raptor jet, the multi-service F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the Marine Corps's V-22 tiltrotor aircraft and the Navy's Virginia-class attack submarine. Some newer, experimental projects may also be at risk -- notably, the Army's Future Combat System, the Navy's Littoral Combat Ship and the Bush administration's missile defense program.


But deciding what to cut is likely to prove more problematic now than in the Reagan years, according to military officials and defense specialists, who note that Bush's spending boost has differed markedly from Reagan's.


For one thing, while Reagan's rise took place in peacetime, Bush's budgets have included a significant wartime component. Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan added more than $60 billion to the 2003 and 2004 budgets. They likely will require an additional $50 billion or so in 2005 on top of the $421 billion Bush already has requested, according to a White House estimate. 


"A lot of the extra money that the president is giving us is being soaked up not in hardware or structure, but in compensation," said Lt. Gen. Jerry Sinn, the Army's 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON TRICARE: 





Start dates for each portion of the pilot program will be available online via the TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tricare.osd.mil" ��www.tricare.osd.mil� and the Reserve Affairs Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/ra" ��www.defenselink.mil/ra�. TMA will also post news releases, frequently asked questions (FAQs) and updated fact sheets online and distribute public affairs guidance to provide timely information on the pilot program to all Reserve Component members and their families.








ACRIMONIOUS ACRONYMS


You may see the following acronyms in front of, or behind Bill numbers:�H.R. = House Resolution		PP = Public Print


H.J.Res = House Joint Resolution


EAS = Engrossed Amendment as Agreed to in the Senate 


S. Res = Simple Resolution


E.H = Engrossed in the House


ENR. = Enrolled Bill


IH = Introduced in the House


RFS = Received From the Senate


RFH = Received From the House


IS = Introduced in the Senate


S.J. Res = Senate Joint Resolution


P.L. = Public Law


E.S. = Engrossed in the Senate








HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for FY 04- 05


October 13 - 15		Wing CCs			April 26 - 28		Wing CCs


	November 2 - 5		Enlisted			May 9 - 12		Enlisted


	December 1 - 3		Wing CCs			June 6 - 9		Officers


	December 14 - 17		Officers			July 11 - 14		Enlisted


	January 11 - 14		Enlisted			October 17 - 20	Enlisted


	February 22 - 25		Enlisted			November 7 - 10	Officers


March 28 - 31		Officers			**purple denotes full or past		





Please note that there are many Members of Congress (House and Senate) who devote time during each Session,  to understanding and championing Guard and Reserve issues.  These are Members of the Guard and Reserve Caucuses.  If you would like to see a list of these Members, please visit the REI website:  � � HYPERLINK "https://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei/welcome.htm" ��https://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei/welcome.htm�








STAY INFORMED!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm" ��http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm�


   � HYPERLINK "http://afsahq.org/" ��http://afsahq.org/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/" ��http://www.senate.gov/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.esgr.org/" ��http://www.esgr.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html" ��http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/" ��http://www.house.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afa.org/" ��http://www.afa.org/�    � HYPERLINK "http://www.roa.org/" ��http://www.roa.org/�














�  Note from the Editor:    I would like to thank Col Farris, 439 AW/CC for his column last month!  There’s always something exciting going on up on Capitol Hill, so stay plugged in right here for all the latest developments in Congress.  If you have any questions, give us a call or email:    


Send to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil� 


AF/REI   DSN:  223-2452   Comm:  703-693-2452 





JARGON DRILL


engrossed bill - The official copy of a bill or joint resolution passed by the Senate and certified by the Secretary of the Senate.


enrolled bill - The final copy of a bill or joint resolution which has passed both chambers in identical form. It is printed on parchment paper, signed by appropriate House and Senate officials, and submitted to the President for signature.


reconciliation bill - A bill containing changes in law recommended pursuant to reconciliation instructions in a budget resolution. If the instructions pertain to only one committee in a chamber, that committee reports the reconciliation bill. If the instructions pertain to more than one committee, the Budget Committee reports an omnibus reconciliation bill, but it may not make substantive changes in the recommendations of the other committees.


simple resolution - Designated "S. Res.," simple resolutions are used to express nonbinding positions of the Senate or to deal with the Senate's internal affairs, such as the creation of a special committee. They do not require action by the House of Representatives.                                     For more information  go to:�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm�





LINKS to Session Calendars for House and Senate


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/ds/index.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/ds/index.html�











LEGISLATIVE SPOTLIGHT


(CONT’D FROM  P1)


21 . National Guard and Reserves Reform Act for the 21st Century (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:21:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.2413.IH]��22 . Recognizing and commending the continuing dedication, selfless service, and commitment of members of the Armed Forces and their families during the Global War on Terrorism and in defense... (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:22:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.J.RES.27.IH]��23 . Guard and Reserve Enhanced Benefits Act of 2004 (Introduced in Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:23:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[S.2068.IS]��24 . Higher Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act of 2003 (Referred to Senate Committee after being Received from House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:24:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1412.RFS]� 


25 . Higher Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act of 2003 (Engrossed as Agreed to or Passed by House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:25:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1412.EH]��26 . Higher Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act of 2003 (Enrolled as Agreed to or Passed by Both House and Senate)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:26:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1412.ENR]��27 . Higher Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act of 2003 (Introduced in House)� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c108:27:./temp/~c1082ZepdT::" �[H.R.1412.IH]�


�





LINK to Appropriations Bill Tracker


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html�


Keep track of all 13 Appropriations bills and Homeland Security funding





� Unit Outreach Activities


* *The following units participated in outreach events in DC or reported contact during February:  440AW, 908AW, 910AW, 917WG, 920RQW, 931ARG, 934AW, and 940ARW, …thanks to all for your continued support.      


I If you would like the opportunity to learn about the legislative process in DC, see the class dates below:


�
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