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relations.  It will include an analysis of contacts by service members and employers before, during, and after activation with ESGR, distribution of activated reservists in small businesses or self-employed categories, retention projections and other specifics. 

For a more comprehensive summary of House and Senate marks, please visit our website:  http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei
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General Sherrard Inducted into the roa minuteman hall of fame

 Lieutenant General James E. Sherrard, III was inducted into the Reserve Officers’ Association Minuteman Hall of Fame on 28 June 2003 at the 2003 ROA National Convention Banquet.  

To read General Sherrard’s full award citation, check out our website:   http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei
~~~~~Commander’s Column~~~~~~
(By Brig Gen Rick Ethredge, 403WG/CC)

I readily admit that the furthest thing from my mind when I became a new Wing Commander was developing relationships with the local Congressional delegation and its numerous staffers.  After all, I had a never-ending supply of really important issues to address that took up 150% of my time.  It was only through the comments of General Sherrard on the importance of establishing and maintaining good relationships with Congress that I took notice (I am slow but can take a hint) and made Congressional outreach a priority program.

I have come to realize that an involved, fully-functioning Congressional Outreach Program is critical to our ability to 

perform our mission.  Formal guidance on how to go about establishing such a program was lacking, but advice from the 

RE staff, put me on the right track.  I began with visits to local offices and then graduated to “The Hill”.  The training program that AF/REI gives Wing Commanders helped with 

the Washington office visits.  At first, I was fearful of saying the wrong thing, but I quickly relaxed and learned to enjoy the experience.

My PA has been the leading force for this program.  At both Wings where I have served as Commander, they have been the tip of the spear in implementation and continuation of the program elements.  They have accompanied me to local and Washington offices, as well as the numerous functions to which we are invited.  The rapport they build with staffers has been the basis for success of our programs.  Given a little direction with a great deal of freedom, they will produce a program that will build trust and understanding between you and the delegation members.

So what is it you hope to accomplish?  At the 403d Wing, as in all Air Force Reserve Command Wings, issues abound and your Senators and Representatives want and need to know what they are.  Most seek every opportunity to assist their constituency and we are their constituency.  Communication is the key.
As a new Wing Commander, I began by focusing on the Members themselves but quickly found that my PA and I would most often make contact with Staffers.  While at first disappointing, I quickly realized that each and every Staffer was a conduit to their boss.  We have Staffers come to Keesler a few times a year for an orientation.  You might think that you would soon run out of new staffers to brief but between new issues cropping up and a fairly constant change in the ranks of staffers, the orientations are always profitable.  I haven’t met a staffer yet, the young or the more mature, who doesn’t love a mission orientation flight.  We always give them pleasant memories and a load of information.

I know that there is no shortage of ideas out there on ways to build your Congressional relationships.  It will be interesting to read some of the methods you use as other Wing Commanders get an opportunity to share their thoughts in this column.  The bottom line for me is that Congressional relationships are important and require the personal attention of the Wing Commander.  So, enjoy every opportunity made available to you and use each contact to tell your story.  Build those relationships now and you will see the benefits abound in the future.

**Commander’s Column is a new addition to the REI Bulletin, and will appear as often as Commanders wish to share their thoughts (on their congressional relationship-building philosophies, and particular experiences with their delegations), but at least quarterly.  Commanders or PA’s can email inputs to cathy.haverstock@pentagon.af.mil  As always, we seek ideas and feedback on ways to improve the Bulletin**

Congratulations to the Following Award Winners:

2003 ROA Oustanding Enlisted IMA is TSgt James Hotaling from 720 STG

2003 ROA Outstanding Officer IMA is Maj Richard Hartman from HQ USSOCOM/SG

2003 ROA Non-Flying Unit Award went to the 512th Memorial Affairs Squadron at Dover

Awards Cont’d 

2003 Outstanding Medical Unit Award went to the 914th Aeromedical Evacuation Squadron at Niagara Falls IAP-ARS

2003 ROA MG Marchbanks Aircrew Achievement Awards went to an aircrew from the 317th Airlift Squadron at Charleston, and an aircrew from the 919th Special Operations Squadron at Duke Field  [image: image4.png]



CONGRATULATIONS! (cont’d)

To Maj Bo Mahaney (73AS/DO), who was selected as the 2004 Air Force Reserve Capitol Hill Fellow
(to see more on this program visit the REI website) [image: image5.png]



WEBSITES TO ADD TO FAVES

http://afsahq.org/ 

http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html
http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://www.afa.org/
http://www.esgr.org/
http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm
http://www.roa.org/
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Unit Outreach Activities

· 419 FW (UT)
May 30
Visit from CM Bishop and Sen Hatch--Salute to Defenders Picnic

· 934 AW (MN)
Jun 19
Congressional breakfast with 5 districts represented by staffers

· 910 AW (OH)
Jun 20
Reps Ryan and Strictland addressed reservists home from deployment

· 910 AW (OH)
Jun 23
Visit from Sen DeWine staffer to discuss MilCon, Pers, and Jnt Ops

· 302 AW (CO)
Jun 24
Visit CM Hefley’s staffer to discuss fires and other community issues

· 910 AW (OH)
Jun 26
CM Ryan greeted 91 reservists home from deployment
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 USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, the Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding 
Legislative Spotlight


Bills to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 


(S.803, S.202, H.R.1504)





Reserve Component Tax Assistance Act of 2003


(S.202 and H.R.1504)


Senate Sponsor:  Senator Michael DeWine (OH)


Cosponsors: Introduced with 22 on 01/22/03


Status:  Referred to Finance Committee


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


House Sponsor:  CM David Vitter (LA)


Cosponsors:  none reported


Status:  Referred to Ways and Means Committee


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Caution:  These bills have not become law!


To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow as a deduction in determining adjusted gross income that deduction for expenses in connection with services as a member of a reserve component of the Armed Forces of the United States, to allow employers a credit against income tax with respect to employees who participate in the military reserve components, and to allow a comparable credit for participating reserve component self-employed individuals, and for other purposes.  Makes such deductions available to itemizers and non-itemizers.     (Companion bill introduced in the House by CM Vitter -- H.R.1504)


Related bill:  S.803 


�You can find more information on these and other bills at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov� 











House Appropriations Committee Complete Markup of Defense Appropriation Bill for Fiscal Year 2004 


In June, the House Appropriations Committee (HAC) completed markup and reported out its version of the Defense Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004.  Some provisions of the bill include:


MILPERS Pay Raise  


The committee bill fully supports the proposed average pay raise of 4.1 percent for military personnel and targeted pay raises for mid-career and senior noncommissioned officers and warrant officers. Civilian employees of the DoD will receive a 2.0 percent pay increase and DoD may implement an increase greater than that from within their budget.





O&M Reserve Cost Avoidance


Reduces the O&M account for the Guard and Reserve for anticipated cost avoidance for military technicians based on how many are expected to be mobilized and paid from the active military personnel accounts.





O&M Southwest Asia contingency Operations


Funds for Operations NORTHERN WATCH and SOUTHERN WATCH were reduced for the Air Force by $707.6M. 


Reserve-Employer Support Report


OSD is directed to report to Congress by 31 Mar 04 on the state of reserve-employer





continued on page 2
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Congressional Outreach Corner


As constituents, your voice and views matter to   your members of Congress.  I encourage you to take the opportunity to share your views and opinions with elected officials.  Just make sure you do so on your time and your own equipment.    








�  Note from the Editor  We in REI, hope you and your family had a wonderful Fourth of July holiday.  The REI Bulletin is a brief look at what’s been going on in Congress for the past month.  Please stay informed between issues by visiting the REI website and clicking on “Links.” Comments or questions?  Forward to  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil�         





HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for FY 04- 05


October 13 - 15		Wing CCs			April 26 - 28		Wing CCs	


	November 2 - 5		Enlisted			May 9 - 12		Enlisted


	December 1 - 3		Wing CCs			June 6 - 9		Officers


	December 14 - 17		Officers			July 11 - 14		Enlisted


	January 11 - 14		Enlisted			October 17 - 20	Enlisted


	March 28 - 31		Officers			November 7 - 10	Officers





JARGON DRILL


quorum call - A call of the roll to establish whether a quorum is present. If any Senator "suggests the absence of a quorum," the Presiding Officer must direct the roll to be called. Often, a quorum call is terminated by unanimous consent before completion, which permits the Senate to use the quorum call to obtain a brief delay to work out some difficulty or await a Senator's arrival.


Adjournment Sine Die - The end of a legislative session "without day." These adjournments are used to indicate the final adjournment of an annual or the two-year session of a Congress.


For more information  go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/Senate_legislative_process.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/Senate_legislative_process.htm�
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