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Reduced Out-of-Pocket Housing Costs
Provide funds to reduce average out-of-pocket housing expense from the current 7.5 percent to 3.5 percent.

TRICARE Coverage for Reservists

The Senate Armed Services Committee authorized making reservists and their families eligible for TRICARE health benefits on a fulltime basis, rather than only during mobilizations, but the House recommended no similar provision.  The Committee endorses the benefit but defers action.  If the program is Authorized out of conference, DoD will be required to fund the benefit within existing resources or request supplemental appropriations.

For a more comprehensive summary of House and Senate marks, please visit our website:  http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei
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DID YOU KNOW?

When you see “…and for other purposes.” at the end of a Bill or Amendment title, it is a “catch all” to keep the Legal Counsel from listing every single amendment action or purpose.  It is found most commonly in originally introduced Floor Amendments.    

 check out our website:   http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei
~~~A Reservists’ Tricare bill may not see daylight this year~~~
Senator Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., sponsor of the bi-partisan reserve health-care plan, said that instead of immediately opening the Tricare health plan to reservists and their families, the issue would be studied for a year.


The move is a compromise reached with Pentagon officials, who strongly opposed the plan and threatened to recommend a presidential veto of the 2004 defense authorization bill if the health-care provision was in it. 

Air Force Fellowship Program

Applications for the next Capitol Hill Fellowship will be due in the Spring (Apr 04)  If you’re a Major or Major-Select, start rounding up those letters of recommendation and thinking about your package.
 (to see more on this program visit the REI website) [image: image4.png]



**Commander’s Column is a new addition to the REI Bulletin, and will appear next, in the September issue.  It allows Commanders the opportunity to share their thoughts on their congressional relationship-building philosophies, and particular experiences with their delegations, as well as providing great ideas to other commanders.  Many thanks to BG Ethredge, 403WG/CC, for the inaugural article.  Commanders or their Public Affairs’ Officers can email inputs to cathy.haverstock@pentagon.af.mil  As always, we seek ideas and feedback on ways to improve the Bulletin**
WEBSITES TO ADD TO FAVES

  http://afsahq.org/ 

  http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html
  http://www.senate.gov/
  http://www.house.gov/
  http://thomas.loc.gov/
  http://www.afa.org/
  http://www.esgr.org/
  http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm
  http://www.roa.org/
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Unit Outreach Activities

**REI Salutes the many Command Chiefs who attended the Orientation Course in mid-July, who, through their visits to many Members of Congress, represented our Enlisted corps and AFRC outstandingly!**    If you would like the opportunity to learn about the legislative process in DC, see the class dates below.
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 USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, the Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding 
Legislative Spotlight


National Guard and Reserves Reform Act for the 21st Century 


(S.1000, H.R. 2168)








Senate Sponsor:  Senator Lindsey Graham (SC)


Cosponsors: 12


Status:  Referred to Finance Committee


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


House Sponsor:  CM Steve Israel (NY-2)


Cosponsors:  none reported


Status:  Referred to Armed Services and Ways and Means Committees


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


Caution:  These bills have not become law!


To amend title 10, United States Code, to revise the age and service requirements for eligibility to receive retired pay for non-regular service;  to provide TRICARE eligibility for members of the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve and their families; to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow employers a credit against income tax with respect to employees who participate in the military reserve components and to allow a comparable credit for participating reserve component self-employed individuals, and for other purposes.     (Companion bill introduced in the House by CM Israel -- H.R.2168) 





�You can find more information on these and other bills at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov� 


For information on the status of Appropriations bills, visit:


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html� 








Highlights of the Senate Appropriations Committee Markup of Defense Appropriation Bill for Fiscal Year 2004 


In July, the Senate Appropriations Committee (SAC) completed markup and reported out its version of the Defense Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2004 on 17 July 2003.  Some provisions of the bill include:





SUMMARY OF THE BILL


The Committee considered a total fiscal year 2004 budget estimate of $372,273,314,000 in new obligational authority for the military functions of the Department of Defense. The reestimated budget is $57,796,141,000 below fiscal year 2003 enacted levels including supplementals. 


The Committee recommendation of $369,148,293,000 pays for the on-going programs of the Department of Defense and to transform the military for the new century.





Consolidation of Military Personnel Accts


The committee does not support the effort to consolidate the National Guard and Reserve military personnel appropriations into the active duty account but supports consolidating budget activities within the indivdual National Guard and Reserve appropriations.





Targeted Pay Raise


Provides for a 4.1 percent average increase in base pay with the minimum pay raise for junior personnel of 2 percent and a targeted pay raise of up to 6.25 percent for mid-career officers and senior non-commissioned officers.





continued on page 2
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THE SCOOP ON FLAG REQUESTS


�





Secretary of the Air Force Legislative Liaison (SAF/LL) will need at least 7-9 weeks to process flag requests from units.  Please consider this as you plan for upcoming retirements, unit activities, etc.  In many cases, a retiree will prefer to have a flag flown on their date of retirement, than to receive ANY flag AT their retirement.  This makes the flag more special for that person, and alleviates deadline worries for the ceremony planner.  





Issues Explained


BAH vs BAH II


Reservists on orders less than 140 days (not in a contingency operation) receive BAH II (a lesser payment than BAH).  To manage constrained funding and end-strength, the Air Force limits reservists to manday tours of 139 days or less--forcing payment of BAH II.  








�  Note from the Editor:  If you’re still in search of a great family vacation, come to DC!  We encourage you to visit your congressional members as a constituent, take a guided tour of the Capitol and enjoy the history and heritage.  Visit the REI website and click on “Links” for more info.  Comments or  questions?  Forward to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil�         





HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for FY 04- 05


October 13 - 15		Wing CCs			April 26 - 28		Wing CCs	


	November 2 - 5		Enlisted			May 9 - 12		Enlisted


	December 1 - 3		Wing CCs			June 6 - 9		Officers


	December 14 - 17		Officers			July 11 - 14		Enlisted


	January 11 - 14		Enlisted			October 17 - 20	Enlisted


	March 28 - 31		Officers			November 7 - 10	Officers





JARGON DRILL


bill - The principal vehicle employed by lawmakers for introducing their proposals (enacting or repealing laws, for example) in the Senate. Bills are designated S. 1, S. 2, and so on depending on the order in which they are introduced. They address either matters of general interest ("public bills") or narrow interest ("private bills"), such as immigration cases and individual claims against the Federal government.


germane - On the subject of the pending bill or other business; a strict standard of relevance


For more information  go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/Senate_legislative_process.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/Senate_legislative_process.htm�
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