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The follow-on question is “What are the chances of these bills passing?”  That’s tough to call; sometimes you can tell by the number of cosponsors, sometimes by how long a bill has sat in committee -- there’s no hard and fast rule.  Cost is always an important factor when Congress considers bills such as these, and not much has been discussed along those lines.  What really gets a member’s attention is how much he or she is hearing from their constituents.  One important fact to keep in mind:  at the end of the current congress (the 107th), this and all bills will “expire” and must be re-introduced to remain under consideration.
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 You can find more information on these bills at http://thomas.loc.gov 
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Issues & Initiatives Corner

Legislation to Authorize Increased Pay at the Grades O-1 through O-3 for Reserve Members with Prior Enlisted Service

The 2002 National Defense Authorization Act (Public Law 107-107, section 602) authorized officers in pay grades O-1 to O-3 who have prior enlisted service and earned 1,460 points or more, to be paid at the pay grade of O-1E to O-3E.  The Reserve Components already compensated officers in the O-1E to O-3E pay grades who had earned 1460 points or more during periods of active military service.  

The Air Force Reserve had many questions regarding implementation of this new law; specifically, would all retirement points count towards the 1460 points? And when does a member become eligible for this additional pay?  Headquarters Air Reserve Personnel Center requested clarification of this provision by the HQ ARPC Judge Advocate, who issued the following guidelines for implementation and qualification for this pay grade: 

· All retirement points count for qualification for O-1E to O-3E pay; IDT, annual training tours, school tour, active duty tours, ECI, and membership (a change from the previous law).

· Prior service as a warrant officer, enlisted member, or a combination of both counts.

· Members appointed prior to 1 January 2002 are eligible for this pay, but only if the member was accredited with 1,460 points or more prior to their commissioning date.

· Members who were appointed prior to 1 January 2002 and are eligible for the enhanced pay are eligible for back pay retroactive only to 1 January 2002 and not their original appointment date.

Due to problems with the MilPDS system, Military Personnel Flights are unable to identify members who qualify for this additional pay.  If you are not receiving this prior service enlisted credit, or need further guidance, please visit the following website: 

 http://arpc.afrc.af.mil/xp/OxEPay.htm  [image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]



          Mobilization Update

The Air Force will demobilize only selected groups of reservists across the service until it determines the right mix of active-duty, Air Force Reserve Command and Air National Guard forces, according to an announcement June 17.  "Our mobilized guardsmen and reservists want to know when to expect demobilization," said Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P. Jumper in the May 3 edition of "The Chief's Sight Picture."  "The deputy chief of staff for air and space operations is coordinating an effort to evaluate our mission needs and determine which Air Force specialties can be demobilized as soon as possible.  At the same time, we are evaluating where, when, and how to shift from a crisis response mode - with heavy reliance on mobilized Guard and Reserve - to our 'new steady state,' which would utilize volunteer guardsmen and reservists to help meet our mission taskings.  We need these results to determine our long-term requirements for our mobilized members."
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Congressional Outreach Spotlight:  [image: image8.png]


    934th Airlift Wing

The 934th Airlift Wing, Minneapolis-St Paul Air Reserve Station, Minnesota, hosts quarterly breakfasts with staffers from their congressional delegation.  This regularly scheduled event has always been a success at the 934th and is an excellent example of an opportunity to build relationships with local staffers!
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Unit Outreach Activities

· 913 AW (PA)
Jun 6
Orientation flight for Sen Specter, CM Holden & CM Hoeffel staffers
· 913 AW (PA)
Jun 7
CM Gekas staffer attended unit event

· HQ ARPC (CO)
Jun 8 
Attended local event with CM Tancredo

· 439 AW (MA)     
Jun 10
Building dedication attended by CM Olver and CM Neal

· 932 AW (IL)
Jun 10
Breakfast with CM Costello

· 419 FW (UT)
Jun 17
Sen Bennett visited Hill AFB

· 913 AW (PA)
Jun 18
Orientation flight with CM Greenwood staffers

· 934 AW (MN)
Jun 27
Quarterly breakfast with Minnesota delegation staffers



Legislative Spotlight


A Bill to Increase Montgomery GI Bill (Selected Reserve) Rates


(S. 2462)


Sponsor:  Senator Susan Collins (R-ME)


Cosponsors: 2 (as of June 30, 2002)





Status:  Referred to Senate Committee on Armed Services on May 7, 2002


Caution:  This bill has not become law!


To amend section 16131 of Title 10, United States Code, to increase rates of educational assistance for members of the Selected Reserve to make such rates commensurate with increases in rates under active duty GI Bill.


Related bill:  none  


�You can find more information on this bill at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov� 


�


Department of Defense Announces Implementation of New Federal Employees Health Benefits Program Policy


On May 17, 2002, DoD released implementation guidelines for a policy to assist DoD civilians called to active duty in support of a contingency operation.  This policy was intially announced on March 8, 2001 and further addressed by Section 519 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2002.  


�For more information, please consult your civilian personnel office


Or visit the following websites:  


� HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Jul2002/n07012002_200207014.html" ��http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Jul2002/n07012002_200207014.html�   


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cpms.osd.mil/fas/benefits/pdf/fehb_res_curr.pdf" ��http://www.cpms.osd.mil/fas/benefits/pdf/fehb_res_curr.pdf�





Update on Pending Reserve Retirement Legislation


AF/REI has received many queries on the status of bills currently being considered by the Congress regarding changes to the reserve retirement system.  Below is a short description and the status of each bill:


S. 2250:


Sponsor:  Senator Jon Corzine (D-NJ)


Cosponsors:  6


Status:  Referred to Senate Committee on Armed Services April 25, 2002


Reduces from 60 to 55 the minimum age for the receipt of military retired pay for reserve service.





H.R. 3831:


Sponsor:  Representative Jim Saxton (R-NJ)


Cosponsors:  132


Status:  Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services, Military Personnel Subcommittee, on March 12, 2002


Reduces from 60 to 55 the minimum age for the receipt of military retired pay for reserve service.





H.R. 4676:


Sponsor:  Representative Joe Wilson (R-SC)


Cosponsors:  29


Status:  Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services, Military Personnel Subcommittee, on May 20, 2002


Authorizes receipt of retirement pay immediately upon retirement for reserve service (vice age 60).
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Status of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003:


House (H.R. 4546):  Passed 359-58 on May 10, 2002


Senate (S. 2614):   Passed 97-2 on June 27, 2002 


What’s next?  


The House and Senate will go to conference to resolve any differences between the respective chamber’s version of the legislation.  Conference is projected to begin in early September.








Frequently asked questions


Q:  Can I correspond with my members of Congress?


A:  As a private citizen you are entitled to correspond with members of Congress on any issue.  In military status, however, you may not organize letter writing campaigns or express support for a particular political candidate or position.  


Q:  Where can I get information on the voting records of members of my congressional delegation?


A:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.vote-smart.org/" ��http://www.vote-smart.org/� is an excellent source for obtaining information on how members of Congress vote.


Q:   As an Air Force Reservist, how do I submit ideas for potential legislation?


A:   One way to do this is to submit a suggestion to your military association or the Air Force Reserve Advisory Board.  Their website is:


 � HYPERLINK http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm ��http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm�








�  Note from the Editor


The REI Bulletin is a newsletter published by HQ USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, The Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding legislative activites addressed in future issues, please send an email to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Deborah.Buonassisi@pentagon.af.mil" ��Deborah.Buonassisi@pentagon.af.mil� 


Lt Col Deborah D. Buonassisi 





�Did You Know?


Conference refers to a formal meeting, or series of meetings, between House and Senate Members. 


The purpose of a conference is to reconcile the differences between the House and Senate versions of a bill. 
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