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Unit Outreach Activities

· 94 AW (GA) 
Dec 9       Sen(s) Miller & Chambliss staffers at GA Military Affairs Committee

· 94 AW (GA)
Dec 10
Hosted Dinner for SECAF/CSAF attended by GA delegation 

· 927 ARW (MI)
Dec 17
CW Candice Miller attended Selfridge Base Community Council


· 439 AW (MA)
Dec 17
CM Olver briefed Federal Executive Association
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Also responsible for Morale, Welfare, and Recreation issues and programs.





Subcommittee on Strategic Forces


Responsible for strategic forces (except deep strike systems), space programs, ballistic missile defense and Department of Energy national security programs (except non-proliferation programs).





Subcommittee on Projection Forces


Responsible for Navy and Marine Corps programs (except strategic weapons and space programs, special operations and information technology accounts), deep strike bombers and related systems, strategic lift programs and naval reserve equipment.





Although the new alignment will be effective immediately, subcommittee membership will not be determined until the formal committee organizational meetings, which are scheduled for the first week in February.


*********************************************


2003 Congressional Calendar


 


28 Jan		State of the Union Address





3 Feb 	President’s Budget Submissions





Feb -Apr	Congressional Hearings Held





Apr 15		Budget Resolution Complete





May - Sep	Congressional Action on Appropriations/Authorizations 





Oct 1	Fiscal Year 2004 Begins





Early Oct	Target Adjournment	

















Reorganization of House Armed Services Committee        


On January 9, 2003, House Armed Service Committee Chairman Duncan Hunter unveiled his reorganization plan for the committee.  


The House Armed Services Committee will   operate with six standing subcommittees during the 108th Congress organized to focus on critical military missions instead of traditional budget categories. The six subcommittees are as follows:





Subcommittee on Tactical and Land Forces


Responsible for all Army and Air Force acquisition programs (except strategic weapons and lift programs, special operations and information technology accounts).   





Subcommittee on Readiness


Responsible for military readiness, training, logistics and maintenance issues and programs.  In addition, the subcommittee will be responsible for all military construction, installations and family housing issues including the base closure process.





Subcommittee Terrorism, Unconventional Threats and Capabilities 


Responsible for DoD counter proliferation and counter terrorism programs and initiatives.  In addition, the subcommittee will be responsible for Special Operations Forces, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, information technology policy and programs, force protection policy and oversight, and related intelligence support.





Subcommittee on Total Force


Responsible for military personnel policy, reserve component integration and employment issues, military health care, military education and POW/MIA issues.                              
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 108th Congress Introduces Bills of Interest to Reservists





The following bills of interest to reservists are among those already introduced in the 108th Congress.  A similar version of each bill was introduced but not passed into law during the 107th Congress. 


 


H.R. 331.  Armed Forces Retirement Equity Act of 2003.  Sponsor: CM Joe Wilson (R-SC).  


A bill proposing military retired pay upon completion of 20 years of non-regular service.





H.R. 217.  Reservists Pay Security Act of 2003.


Sponsor: CM Robert Wexler (D-FL)     


A bill proposing pay for federal employees to make up the difference between military and civilian pay.





S.19. Veterans and Military Personnel Fairness Act of 2003.  Sponsor-Sen Tom Daschle (D-SD)


A bill including provision to deduct overnight travel expenses of National Guard/Reserve members. 





S. 202.  A bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.  Sponsor:  Sen Mike DeWine (R-OH).  A bill allowing deduction from adjusted gross income expenses in connection with reserve service, and an employer tax credit for employers and self-employed reservists. Also, H.R. 349.  Sponsor: CM Mikael Bilirakis (R-FL). Reserve employer tax credit.  





H.R. 303.  Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2003 (Concurrent Receipt).  Sponsor: CM Michael Bilirakis (R-FL).  A bill that would permit retired members of the armed forces who have a service-connected disability to receive both retired and disability pay.  





�You can find more information on these bills at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov�























Congressional Outreach 


Staff to Staff Visits. This year, one of our legislative goals is to place more emphasis on interaction at the congressional staffer level. The intent is to generate greater interest among staffers, who play a key role, to visit our units where they can touch hardware, meet our reservists, and gain greater insight into Air Force Reserve contributions. Simply put, our functional and unit-level experts should carry our message and highlight Air Force Reserve mission capabilities. Wing Commander and leadership visits with congressional members will continue as before.  However, added interaction with staffers both at the district and DC levels will go far in getting our message to the Hill.  As most units have already established relationships with their staffers and elected officials, we need only continue building those relationships.  There are also many new members and staffers following elections.  


There are some great outreach activities occurring at local and unit levels.  Please let REI know when these activities and events occur so we may keep the boss informed, share this information, and add your activities to our contacts database.  See our REI feedback form available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei/" ��http://www.re.hq.af.mil/rei/�     














�  Note from the Editor


The REI Bulletin is a newsletter published by HQ USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, The Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding legislative activities addressed in future issues, please send an email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Luciano.Ortiz@pentagon" ��Luciano.Ortiz@pentagon�.af.mil


Maj Lou Ortiz 
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