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Unit Outreach Activities

· 310 SG (CO)
Jan 14
HASC/HAC/HAC-MilCon Staff Delegation Visit

· EUCOM 

Jan 15-24
CM McHugh congressional delegation visit w/reserve forces


· 419 FW (UT)
Jan 21
CM Bishop initial visit and orientation at 466 Fighter Squadron

· 914 AW (NY)
Jan 21
CM Reynolds initial visit to Niagara Falls Air Reserve Station

· 910 AW (OH)
Jan 23
CM Strickland visit to Youngstown Air Reserve Station (ARS)

· 940 ARW (CA)     
Jan 23
CM Herger visit and tour of Beale AFB 

· 910 AW (OH)
Jan 24
CM Ryan visit for mission brief and tour of Youngstown ARS 
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Legislative Spotlight


Military Survivor Benefits Improvement Act of 2003


(H.R. 548)


Sponsor:  Congressman Jeff Miller (R-FL)


Cosponsors: 117





Status:  Referred to Armed Services Committee


Caution:  This bill has not become law!


To amend Title 10, United States Code, to increase the minimum Survivor Benefit Plan basic annuity for surviving spouses age 62 and older, to provide for a one-year open season under that plan, and for other purposes.  


Related bill: S. 363-Gov’t Pension Offset Reform Act 


�You can find more information on this bill at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov� 


�


HQ AF/REI Commander’   Congressional Orientation Course


     Wing commander congressional orientation courses scheduled for this month, Feb 17-20 and Feb 24-27, were cancelled at the last minute due to current events.    For the immediate future, all commander congressional orientation sessions are on hold.  We will resume courses later this year and advise the field as soon as dates are available.  All confirmed attendees from this month’s cancelled courses will receive scheduling priority.  Please note that the course lasts only two days.  The first and last day of the four-day block are travel days.  On the first day, attendees are presented information on the legislative process, the unified legislation and budgeting process, and interaction with Congress.  On the second day, attendees will visit with their elected Congressional representatives at the House and Senate on Capitol Hill.  

















   





President Proposes FY04        Defense Budget                                      


     The president’s proposed defense budget for  fiscal year 2004 seeks $379.9 billion in funding.  As proposed, the Air Force is to get $93.5 billion. This budget covers the fiscal year starting October 1, 2003. 





     AFRC has traditionally received funding from three separate appropriations - operation and maintenance, reserve personnel, and military construction - but this year’s budget request has a significant change.  For the first time since the advent of the Total Force in the late 1960s, the budget request for Reserve personnel funding is contained in the active duty’s appropriation. Funding in the amount of $1.33 billion is identified in Budget Activity 7 of the active duty military personnel appropriation for Reserve requirements.  This funding includes an average 4.1 percent across-the-board military pay raise, some targeted pay raises for certain grades, and the addition of 162 full-time Active Guard and Reserve people.  The requested reserve budget activity represents a $94.9 million increase in funding compared to that received for the FY03 reserve personnel appropriation.  





     Most of the AFRC portion of the FY04 President’s Budget request - $2.179 billion - is earmarked for O&M funds to train, organize, and administer the command.  The Reserve received $2.15 billion in O&M funds in FY03.          


      


     Requested funding for military construction in FY04 is $44.3 million, which includes 7 projects in three states.





     The FY04 President’s Budget proposal must pass both houses of Congress and be signed by the president before becoming law








continued on page 2








BRAC PAG (cont’d) 





- “Community Queries. External stakeholders such as communities have an extraordinary interest in the BRAC process and, consistent with the department’s need for internal deliberation, should receive timely access to data that can be made public as the BRAC analytical process unfolds.  Timely and consistent information from all DoD elements will minimize confusion and foster trust.  





Please see full text of PAG message for more explicit guidance, definitions, and questions and answer templates.   OASD/PA (Media) POC is Mr. Glenn Flood, Comm: 703-695-6294, or e-mail at:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:glenn.flood@osd.mil" ��glenn.flood@osd.mil�





*********************************************


108th Congress Introduces Bills of Interest to Reservists





The following bills of interest to reservists are among those recently introduced in the 108th Congress.  A similar version of the first two bills were introduced but not passed into law during the 107th Congress. 


 


S. 445.  Sponsor:  Sen Landrieu (D-LA)   


A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to revise the age and service requirements for eligibility to receive retired pay for non-regular service.  Status:  Referred to the Committee on Armed Services.





H.R 742.  Sponsor: CM Saxton (R-NJ)


A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to reduce the age for receipt of military retired pay for non-regular service from age 60-55.  Status: 


Referred to the Committee on Armed Services.





S.442.  Sponsor:  Sen Landrieu (D-LA)


A bill to provide pay protection for members of the Reserve and the National Guard, and for other purposes.  Status:  Referred to the Committee on Finance.








�You can find more information on these bills at � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov" ��http://thomas.loc.gov�





























108th Congress - New House Armed Services Committee Organization 


	


HASC Full Committee:  	CM Duncan Hunter (Chairman)	CM Ike Skelton (Ranking Member)





HASC Subcommittees		Republican Chairs			Ranking Democrat


Tactical Air & Land Forces 		CM Curt Weldon (PA)		CM Neil Abercrombie (HI)


Readiness				CM Joel Hefley (CO)			CM Solomon Ortiz (TX)


Terrorism, Unconvent’l Threats	CM Jim Saxton (NJ)			CM Marty Meehan (MA)


Total Force				CM John McHugh (NY)		CM Vic Snyder (AR)


Strategic Forces			CM Terry Everett (NY)		CM Silvestre Reyes (TX)


Projection Forces			CM Roscoe Bartlett (MD)		CM Gene Taylor (MS)	





Organization Finalized 19 Feb 2003























Congressional Outreach





Air Force Reserve organizations are now receiving notification to prepare for mobilizations.  Some units are planning “farewell” events or ceremonies to be held as reservists deploy with invited guests attending from the local community (mayors, city council members, state representatives).  As we recognize our deploying citizen-airmen at farewell events, participation by state and local leaders as well as congressional members/staffers at such events is highly encouraged.  We have heard from several congressmen and senators who have expressed interest and requested information on reservists called to active duty from their districts.  I encourage you to contact your congressional district office and invite them to these events to highlight the contributions of our reservists to national defense.  Appreciate the feedback you are providing on all Outreach activities!











REI Briefings


REI fields numerous requests throughout the year for briefings on legislation and Congressional topics. While we do our best to accommodate everyone, our accessibility is limited due to travel budget constraints and scheduling. To assure equitable consideration, please forward all requests to Mr. Wayne Gracie, at � HYPERLINK "mailto:wayne.gracie@pentagon.af.mil" ��wayne.gracie@pentagon.af.mil�.   We appreciate your interest and participation!   

















 








�  Note from the Editor


The REI Bulletin is a newsletter published by HQ USAF/REI, Policy Integration Directorate, The Pentagon.  If you would like to see a topic regarding legislative activities addressed in future issues, please send an email to:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Lou.Ortiz@pentagon" ��Lou.Ortiz@pentagon�.af.mil


Maj Lou Ortiz 





 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Public Affairs Guidance   


The  National Defense Authorization Act for FY2002 authorized DoD to pursue one BRAC round in 2005.   Public Affairs Guidance was recently sent to the field in message R131700Z Feb 03.  Below are highlights.


.


The Department of Defense (PA/I&E) is the sole releasing authority for information on BRAC 2005.  Local commanders and their PAOs are encouraged to respond to questions from the community and the news media on BRAC.  Refer to the PAG for guidance on what is releasable.





AFRC units should be aware of the following key points when considering discussion of BRAC issues:


- “DoD personnel may not participate, in their official capacities, in activities of any organization that has as its purpose, either directly or indirectly, insulating bases from realignment or closure.  Invitations to participate in such organizations should be discussed with appropriate ethics counselors.”





- “Base realignments and closures are contentious and controversial.  Commanders and their public affairs officers must be prepared to respond to questions and objectively communicate the details of the BRAC process to the public…PAOs may continue to release the same type and amount of information on their installations as they currently do, but may not release, in whole or in part, data calls/information requested under BRAC.  It is important to note that local commanders are not in a position to answer questions requiring them to speculate and/or discuss BRAC issues which are subject to internal DoD deliberation.  While information normally provided to the public may continue to be provided, even if it is the subject of a BRAC data call, its relationship to BRAC is not releasable.”





- “DoD officials may attend meetings in a liaison or representational capacity with state and local officials, or other organizations that may seek to develop plans or programs to improve the ability of installations to discharge their national security and defense missions.  DoD  officials may not manage or control such organizations or efforts.”
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