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LEGISLATIVE SPOTLIGHT (cont’d from page 2)

No implementation instructions are available from DoD on the 

new TRICARE provision, as of the date of this article.  In short, 

these benefits are AUTHORIZED, but no program has been 

established for implementation, yet. 
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To view the full text of this Law, go to http://Thomas.loc.gov
Senate History--Original Ledger Found

	

	


"Probably the oldest book of consecutive accounts kept by government officers," noted an 1885 newspaper article, "is a time-worn volume kept in the office of General Anson G. McCook, secretary of the senate." Marked S-1, this financial ledger records nearly a century of salary and mileage payments to senators, from 1790 to 1881. McCook, recognizing the ledger's importance, had it restored and rebound in 1884. Future employees were not so careful. In the early 1960s, S-1 and nearly sixty other financial ledgers were stored in the basement of the Capitol, and then forgotten. Rediscovered in late 2002, this collection is a unique treasure of Senate history. S-1 has been digitized by the Library of Congress and is now available online.
The Biographical Directory of the U.S. Congress


The Directory provides biographical, archival, and bibliographical information for current and former senators, as well as representatives, vice presidents, and members of the Continental Congress. 
Historical Introduction to Biographical Directory 


COMMANDER’S COLUMN
By Col Jim Stewart, 908 AW/CC
The Importance of Wing Commander’s visits to the Hill

Season’s greetings to ya’ll from sunny, warm Alabama. I’m writing this piece to remind all my fellow commanders of the importance of staying in touch with your Congressional delegation. With so many demands on our time, it is easy to forget about keeping our Congressional leaders informed on important unit requirements and events. The benefit to your unit and to the Air Force Reserve of having well informed Congressmen/women and staffers is immeasurable. Let me give you an example. 

Thanks to the hard work of my predecessor, Maxwell AFB received $17 million for two new maintenance hangars. These hangars were funded ahead of schedule because of the support from our Congressional delegation, and the cooperation of Team Maxwell to keep them apprised of our immediate and future needs through frequent visits, written correspondence with State and DC staff, and through invitations to every event we sponsor.  

In September, my Public Affairs Officer and I departed for Washington for--what some commanders consider--an obligatory visit to Washington.   I consider a visit to our Congressmen and Senators an opportunity to thank them for their support, and to fill them in on what is happening to their constituents in my unit. After all, unlike the active forces, we have citizen soldiers who are an integral part of the local business community. But more importantly, these are constituents who are serving in the most admired profession in the United States, and they vote! Therefore, use every opportunity for contact to build relationships that will help our command, wings, and unit members, not only today, but into the future as we continue a high operations tempo, and strive for a better facilities and benefits for the health, well-being, and job satisfaction of our Reserve Members.  Approaching these visits positively is the first step in making them more productive. Merry Christmas!


Deployment Checklist

(Are you deploying right after the Holidays?) 

Before receiving deployment notification:
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	Enroll family members in DEERS and update information as needed. 
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	Get military ID cards for eligible family members. 
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	Get your will and other legal documents in order. 
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	Contact your command or unit family readiness representative for help with completing your family care plan. 
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	Review your TRICARE options. 
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	Review your civilian employer's health and dental coverage options while on active duty. 
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	Determine costs and benefits of both TRICARE and civilian options before choosing one or the other. 

	Upon receiving deployment orders:
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	Confirm that your family's DEERS information is current.
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	Ensure that eligible family members have current ID cards.
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	Give your family copies of your orders.
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	Contact unit commander or reserve center for information on TRICARE.
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	Contact your civilian employer to continue or discontinue your employer health and/or dental coverage.
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	Contact your military legal assistance office to appoint your power of attorney and update your will.
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	Contact your command or unit family readiness representative for help in updating your family care plan.
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	Contact finance office to set up an allotment, if applicable.
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	Make other financial arrangements as required.
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	Review life insurance for spouse and yourself.


HOLIDAY HISTORY
Thanksgiving--(sorry, no trivia on Christmas related to our US Government)

The American custom of Thanksgiving dates back to the 1621 harvest feast celebrated by the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag Indians. Throughout the colonial period, days of thanksgiving were celebrated regionally. The thirteen states first celebrated Thanksgiving together in 1777. General George Washington, upon the recommendation of the Continental Congress, issued general orders designating “that Thursday the 18th. day of December next be set apart for Solemn Thanksgiving and Praise; that at one time, and with one voice, the good people may express the grateful feelings of their hearts.” In 1789, Washington became the first American president to proclaim “a day of public thanksgiving and prayer.” 

Beginning in 1846, with tensions over slavery rising between the North and South, the editor of the popular magazine Godey’s Lady’s Book, Sarah Josepha Hale, lobbied the president and state governors to proclaim the last Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day. She hoped this would achieve a “moral and social reunion” of the nation. Although some presidents issued proclamations, Thanksgiving was not celebrated annually until 1863, when President Abraham Lincoln declared a national day of Thanksgiving following the Union victory at Gettysburg. This occasion began the tradition of setting aside the last Thursday of November to give thanks and celebrate the blessings of the country. 

In 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt attempted to move Thanksgiving to the third week in November in order to lengthen the Christmas shopping season. This break with tradition was so unpopular that Roosevelt signed a law in 1941 permanently establishing Thanksgiving as a national holiday to be celebrated each year on the fourth Thursday in November. 

Today, Thanksgiving is recognized as a truly American tradition, which reminds us all of the importance of family and community as well as nation.


Legislative Spotlight


Here are the first two of many provisions from the FY 04 NDAA which we will track to ensure widest dissemination among the troops it affects… 





Section 651. Expanded Commissary Access for Selected Reserve Members, Reserve Retirees Under Age 60, and their Dependents 


Allows access to commissary on the same basis as members on active duty for selected reserve members, reserve retirees under age 60, and their dependents and eliminates initial year requirement of 50 points for reserve members.





This provision in law is effective immediately and a policy letter has gone out from Defense Department officials to DECA services for implementation.  To see the letter or for further information, please visit our website at:





Section 702. Coverage for Ready Reserve members Under TRICARE Program


Authorizes enrollment in TRICARE Program for members of the Selected Reserve and Individual Ready Reserve for any period the member is --


An eligible unemployment compensation recipient; or


Not eligible for health care benefits under an employer-sponsored health benefits plan


An eligible member may enroll for either --


Self alone coverage


Self and family coverage





The Secretary of Defense shall charge premiums for coverage in an amount equal to 28 percent of the total amount determined by the Secretary on an appropriate actuarial basis as being reasonable for the coverage


Certification of Noncoverage - The Secretary of Defense may require that a member submit any certification the Secretary considers appropriate to substantiate the member’s assertion that the member is not covered for health care benefits under any other health benefits plan


Termination of Authority - Enrollment in TRICARE under this provision may not continue after December 31, 2004 (one-year test program)


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)
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THE RESULTS ARE IN!!





Below, you will find the final tally of dollars authorized for FY04 in the National Defense Authorization Act (PL 108-136).  It was signed into law on 24 November.  We also had very favorable language on many fronts.  We will be discussing many new benefits over the next few months and tracking how DoD and the AF are implementing these new programs…so stay tuned! 








FY 2004 Defense Authorization Conference Mark


(HR 1588)


Nov 2004


FY 2004 End Strength


Category�
FY 04 PB�
CONF�
Difference�
�
Selected Reserve �
75,800�
75,800�
�
�
Full-time�
1,660�
1,660�
�
�
Technicians�
9,991�
9,991�
0�
�



FY 2004 Military Construction


Description�
FY 04 PB�
CONF�
Difference�
�
PB Request�
44,312�
44,312�
0�
�
Peterson, Consol AP/AL Ctrl�
�
7,700�
+7,700�
�
Dobbins North Side Overpass�
�
4,200�
+4,200�
�
Minn-St Paul IAP Aeromed Fac�
�
3,650�
+3,650�
�
Planning & Design�
�
970�
+970�
�
Unspecified Minor Construction�
�
1,200�
+1,200�
�
Total�
44,312�
62,032�
+17,720�
�



FY 2004 Operation and Maintenance


Description�
FY 04


PB�
CONF�
Difference�
�
President’s Budget�
2,179,188�
2,179,188�
0�
�
Total�
2,179,188�
2,179,188�
0�
�





















STAY INFORMED!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm" ��http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm�


   � HYPERLINK "http://afsahq.org/" ��http://afsahq.org/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/" ��http://www.senate.gov/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.esgr.org/" ��http://www.esgr.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html" ��http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/" ��http://www.house.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afa.org/" ��http://www.afa.org/�    � HYPERLINK "http://www.roa.org/" ��http://www.roa.org/�











How to . . .   find the U.S. Code �


The � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/one_item_and_teasers/usCode_page.htm" �U.S. Code� is prepared by the Office of Law Revision Counsel, U.S. House of Representatives, and published by the Government Printing Office. The Code is published every six years. To bring the Code up to date, you must use annual supplements. However, there are versions of the Code issued by commercial publishers that are more current than the official Code and its supplements. These publications are called U.S. Code Annotated and U.S. Code Service. 


You can read the full text of the official U.S. Code on the Web. The U.S. Code, Code Annotated, and U.S. Code Service may be available from a library. 








�  Note from the Editor:  I’d like to wish everyone a great,  AND SAFE, Holiday Season.  We want to see everyone back with us for the new year, a new Congress, and many more intriguing pieces of legislation in a highly controversial Election year. The second session of the 108th Congress promises to be every bit as interesting as the first session.  Our thoughts and heartfelt gratitude go out to each and every Reservist deployed or activated away from home during the holidays, and beyond.  My sincere thanks to Colonel Jimmy Stewart, for the Commander’s Column.  We encourage all units to keep up the super contact levels we’ve seen with local and DC Members and staffers.  Comments or  questions?  Forward to � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil� 


   








JARGON DRILL


riddick's senate procedure - Named after Senate Parliamentarian Emeritus Floyd M. Riddick, this Senate document contains the contemporary precedents and practices of the Senate. It is updated periodically by the Senate Parliamentarian.           


public debt - Cumulative amounts borrowed by the Treasury Department or the Federal Financing Bank from the public or from another fund or account. The public debt does not include agency debt (amounts borrowed by other agencies of the Federal Government). The total public debt is subject to a statutory limit. �
�
�
�
For more information  go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm�
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