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Past & Present Members of Congress Who Have Participated in the Olympic Games:

Member
    

Sport   
Site of Games    Year
Wendell Anderson  
     
Hockey
Italy

1956

Bill Bradley 
     
Bball
Tokyo, Japan
1964

Ben Nighthorse Campbell  
Judo
Tokyo, Japan
1964

Jim Ryan
     

Track
     

1964, 1968,

  





& 1972
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Legislative Spotlight


The Defense Appropriations Act of FY05


(P.L. 108-287)


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d108:HR04613:|TOM:/bss/d108query.html|" ��H.R.4613 �: Making appropriations for the Department of Defense for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.�Sponsor: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d108&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Rep+Lewis++Jerry))+00687))" ��Rep Lewis, Jerry� [CA-41] (introduced 6/18/2004)      Cosponsors (None) �Committees: House Appropriations �House Reports: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp108:FLD010:@1(hr553)" ��108-553�; Latest Conference Report: � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp108:FLD010:@1(hr622)" ��108-622� (in Congressional Record � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/R?r108:FLD001:H56130" ��H6129-6444�)�Latest Major Action: Became Public Law No: 108-287 [� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/toGPO/http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=108_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ287.108" ��Text�, � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/toGPO/http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=108_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ287.108.pdf" ��PDF�]





President Bush signed a $417.5 billion defense spending bill into law August 5, 2004, making $25 billion available to the Pentagon to pay for ongoing war costs in Iraq and Afghanistan.


The fiscal 2005 bill (� HYPERLINK "javascript:simplePopup('displaybillcard.do?billNumber=HR4613&congress=108','billCard',680,430);" ��HR 4613� — H Rept 108-622) includes a record $391 billion for the Defense Department’s core budget, a 7 percent increase over fiscal 2004 funding.


The bill also includes $25 billion in emergency war spending that can be tapped immediately to cover shortfalls in the last two months of fiscal 2004. The Government Accountability Office estimated on July 21 that the Pentagon would face a $12.3 billion war shortfall before Sept. 30.


“The message is clear,” Bush said. “In a time of conflict and challenge, America stands behind our military.”





See the highlights of P.L. 108-287 on page 2


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ��� � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.usatoday.com/news/_photos/2004/08/05/bush-inside.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Armed Forces Voters Week Begins Sept. 3


Deadlines To Register To Vote In Your State Are Rapidly Approaching…


Are you registered to vote?  Did you move recently and therefore, need to change your voting location? One of the greatest powers of United States citizenship, particularly for a Citizen Airman, is the ability to effect change through voting.  


Be an informed voter.  There are so many links to good websites out there that there is just no excuse not to remain informed. This issue will not link to any of them, as most have political underpinnings, but please choose your favorite media between now and November, or the time you mail your ballot, to confirm your candidate supports your viewpoint.   If you have never voted, (even if this is your 5th or 6th presidential election) (, your unit should have a voting officer assigned to help you.  Check with your Command section, or in the U.S., call toll-free at 1(800) 438-VOTE (8683) or use DSN 425-1584.


The deadlines for each State and other information are provided in the links below:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Aug2004/d20040810vote.pdf" ��http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Aug2004/d20040810vote.pdf�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.fvap.gov/" ��http://www.fvap.gov/� 




















President Bush and Dep SecDef Wolfowitz on 5 August at the White House 





HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for CY - 04


		October 17 - 20	Enlisted			November 7 - 10	Officers


							





A Synopsis of the FY05 Defense Appropriations Bill (P.L. 108-287)





Bill�
House�
Senate�
Conference�
President Signs�
�
�
Subcom.�
Comm.�
Passage�
Subcom.�
Comm.�
Passage�
Report�
House Final vote�
Senate Final vote�
�
�
Defense 


HR 4613�S 2559�
Jun 2�voice�vote ���
Jun 16�voice�vote ��H Rept�108-553�
Jun 22�roll call�(403-17)�
Jun 22�voice�vote ���
Jun 22�voice�vote ��S Rept�108-284�
Jun 24�roll call�(98-0)�
14 Jul 


filed�
Expect floor votes


21 July �
Expect floor votes


21 July �
Aug 5 


P.L 108-287�
�
� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cq.com/images/spacer.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


ITEMS OF INTEREST


Pay Raise:  The conferees agreed on a 3.5 percent across-the-board pay raise for military personnel and includes funds to eliminate the out-of-pocket housing cost for military members.  The increase in Basic Allowance for Housing funding reduces a service member’s average out-of-pocket housing expense from the current 3.5 percent to zero in fiscal year 2005.


Family Separation Allowance and Imminent Danger Pay:  The conferees agreed to permanently increase Family Separation Allowance from $100 to $250 per month and Imminent Danger Pay from $150 to $225 per month.


National Guard and Reserve Equipment:  The conferees agree that the National Guard and Reserve equipment program shall be executed by the heads of the Guard and Reserve components with consideration for procurement of aircraft, missiles, tracked combat vehicles, ammunition, other weapons, and other procurement for the reserve components of the Armed Forces: Provided, That the Chiefs of the Reserve and National Guard components shall, not later than 30 days after the enactment of this Act, individually submit to the congressional defense committees the modernization priority assessment for their respective Reserve or National Guard component.


932 Airlift Unit:   For three C-40s, Airlift Wing Operations and Training, Personnel, Site Activation, and Technicians, an amount of $263M





53rd Weather Reconnaissance Mission:  None of the funds appropriated or made available in this Act shall be used to reduce or disestablish the operation of the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron of the Air Force Reserve, if such action would reduce the WC-130 Weather Reconnaissance mission below the levels funded in this Act: Provided, That the Air Force shall allow the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squadron to perform other missions in support of national defense requirements during the non-hurricane season.


LEGISLATIVE PROVISIONS (NOT ALL-INCLUSIVE)


Section 8012.  Lobbying


Prohibits funds from being used to influence congressional action on any legislation or appropriation matters pending before Congress


Section 8040. O & M Investment item unit cost


Sets the unit cost threshold at $250K


Section 9010.  Report on Iraq


Requires annual report to include the extent to which the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve is being involuntarily ordered to active duty


Section 8128. Notification of Mobilization


Requires each member to be notified in writing of the expected period of mobilization but allows waiver authority to respond to national security emergency or to meet dire operational requirements


For full language in law, follow this link and type in the law#:  � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.html� 








STAY INFORMED!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm" ��http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm�


 � HYPERLINK "http://afsahq.org/" ��http://afsahq.org/�� HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/" ��http://www.senate.gov/�� HYPERLINK "http://www.esgr.org/" ��http://www.esgr.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html" ��http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/" ��http://www.house.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://www.afa.org/" ��http://www.afa.org/�    � HYPERLINK "http://www.roa.org/" ��http://www.roa.org/�











�  Note from the Editor      Thank you to all the units who continue to stay plugged in to Congress.  August recess events have been very successful and congressional interaction forms very helpful.  If we can assist you in any way, or if you have any questions, give REI a call or email:    � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil� 


DSN:  223-2452   				Comm:  703-693-2452 





JARGON DRILL


"lame duck" session - When Congress (or either chamber) reconvenes in an even-numbered year following the November general elections to consider various items of business. Some lawmakers who return for this session will not be in the next Congress. Hence, they are informally called "lame duck" Members participating in a "lame duck" session.


 


vice president - Under the Constitution, the Vice President serves as President of the Senate. He may vote in the Senate in the case of a tie, but is not required to. The President Pro Tempore (and others designated by him) usually perform these duties during the Vice President's frequent absences from the Senate.    �
�



For more information  go to:   �HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm"��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm�





LINKS to Session Calendars for House and Senate


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/ds/index.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/ds/index.html�














LINK to Appropriations Bills Tracker


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app05.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app05.html�


Keep track of all 13 Appropriations bills and Homeland Security funding





WHAT IS THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE?


The Electoral College is a controversial mechanism of presidential elections that was created by the framers of the � HYPERLINK "http://people.howstuffworks.com/framed.htm?parent=electoral-college.htm&url=http://www.nara.gov/exhall/charters/constitution/constitution.html" ��U.S. Constitution� as a compromise for the presidential election process. At the time, some politicians believed a purely popular election was too reckless, while others objected to giving Congress the power to select the president. The compromise was to set up an Electoral College system that allowed voters to vote for electors, who would then cast their votes for candidates, a system described in Article II, section 1 of the Constitution.  Each state has a number of electors equal to the number of its � HYPERLINK "http://people.howstuffworks.com/framed.htm?parent=electoral-college.htm&url=http://www.senate.gov/" ��U.S. senators� (2 in each state) plus the number of its � HYPERLINK "http://people.howstuffworks.com/framed.htm?parent=electoral-college.htm&url=http://www.house.gov/" ��U.S. representatives�, which varies according to the state's population. Currently, the Electoral College includes 538 electors, 535 for the total number of congressional members, and three who represent Washington, D.C., as allowed by the � HYPERLINK "http://people.howstuffworks.com/framed.htm?parent=electoral-college.htm&url=http://www.aristotle.net/~hantley/hiedlegl/constitu/amend23.htm" ��23rd Amendment�. On the Monday following the second Wednesday in December, the electors of each state meet in their respective state capitals to officially cast their votes for president and vice president. These votes are then sealed and sent to the president of the Senate, who on Jan. 6 opens and reads the votes in the presence of both houses of Congress. The winner is sworn into office at noon Jan. 20. Most of the time, electors cast their votes for the candidate who has received the most votes in that particular state. However, there have been times when electors have voted contrary to the people's decision, which is entirely legal.  Here are the four elections when the candidate who led the popular vote did not win the office: 


1824: John Quincy Adams, the son of former President John Adams, received more than 38,000 fewer votes than Andrew Jackson, but neither candidate won a majority of the Electoral College. Adams was awarded the presidency when the election was thrown to the House of Representatives. 


1876: Nearly unanimous support from small states gave Rutherford B. Hayes a one-vote margin in the Electoral College, despite the fact that he lost the popular vote to Samuel J. Tilden by 264,000 votes. Hayes carried five out of the six smallest states (excluding Delaware). These five states plus Colorado gave Hayes 22 electoral votes with only 109,000 popular votes. At the time, Colorado had just been admitted to the Union and decided to appoint electors instead of holding elections. So, Hayes won Colorado's three electoral votes with zero popular votes. It was the only time in U.S. history that small state support has decided an election. 


1888: Benjamin Harrison lost the popular vote by 95,713 votes to Grover Cleveland, but won the electoral vote by 65. In this instance, some say the Electoral College worked the way it is designed to work by preventing a candidate from winning an election based on support from one region of the country. The South overwhelmingly supported Cleveland, and he won by more than 425,000 votes in six southern states. However, in the rest of the country he lost by more than 300,000 votes. 


In 2000, Al Gore received 50,992,335 votes nationwide and George W. Bush received 50,455,156 votes. After Bush was awarded the state of Florida, he had a total of 271 electroral votes, which beat Gore's 266 electoral votes. 


Today, a candidate must receive 270 of the 538 votes to win the election. In cases where no candidate wins a majority of electoral votes, the decision is thrown to the House of Representatives by virtue of the � HYPERLINK "http://people.howstuffworks.com/framed.htm?parent=electoral-college.htm&url=http://www.nara.gov/exhall/charters/constitution/12th/12th.html" ��12th Amendment�. The House then selects the president by majority vote with each state delegation receiving one vote to cast for the three candidates who received the most electoral votes.


Here are the two elections that were decided by the House of Representatives: 


1801: Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr, of the same political party, received the same number of electoral votes, despite the fact that Burr was running as a vice presidential candidate, not for the presidency. Following 36 successive votes in the House, Jefferson was finally elected president. 


1825: As mentioned above, Andrew Jackson received a majority of the popular vote over John Quincy Adams, but neither man received a 131-vote majority of electoral votes needed at the time to claim the presidency. Adams won the House vote on the first ballot.


If you want to learn even more about the electoral college, visit:  � HYPERLINK "http://ccollege.hccs.cc.tx.us/instru/govecon/ec/ec.htm" ��http://ccollege.hccs.cc.tx.us/instru/govecon/ec/ec.htm� 


If you want to see the electoral college votes in the most recent elections and a 2004 estimate, visit:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.270towin.com/"��http://www.270towin.com/�   
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