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Legislative Spotlight


 


S.2035 �Title: A bill to amend title 10, United States Code, to revise the age and service requirements for eligibility to receive retired pay for non-regular service; to expand certain authorities to provide health care benefits for Reserves and their families, and for other purposes. �Sponsor: Sen Graham, Lindsey O. [SC] (introduced 1/28/2004)      Cosponsors: 29�Latest Major Action: 1/28/2004 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services.


H.R.3962 �Title: To amend title 10, United States Code, to establish a program of interest-free loans to members of the Selected Reserve who experience financial hardship due to service on active duty in the Armed Forces. �Sponsor: Rep Shaw, E. Clay, Jr. [FL-22] (introduced 3/11/2004)      Cosponsors: (none)�Latest Major Action: 3/11/2004 Referred to House committee. Status: Referred to the House Committee on Armed Services.


S.2068 �Title: A bill to enhance and improve benefits for members of the National Guard and Reserves who serve extended periods on active duty, and for other purposes. �Sponsor: Sen Murray, Patty [WA] (introduced 2/12/2004)      Cosponsors: 3�Latest Major Action: 2/12/2004 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S.2274 �Title: A bill to expand and improve retired pay, burial, education, and other mobilization benefits for members of the National Guard and Reserves who are called or ordered to active duty, and for other purposes. �Sponsor: Sen Landrieu, Mary [LA] (introduced 4/1/2004)      Cosponsors: (none)�Latest Major Action: 4/1/2004 Referred to Senate committee. Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.





�For more information, please visit the THOMAS website:  � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/thomas.html�











































































































� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





This issue of the bulletin comes during hearings, hearing preparation, and review of testimony given before the major defense committees in Congress (House and Senate Armed Services; House and Senate Appropriations, Defense and MilCon subcommittees)  We have taken snipets from two articles on the testimony of Secretary Hall, key Reserve and Guard leaders, including Lt Gen Sherrard’s testimony--his last as Chief of AFR:





The first article, by staff writer Rick Maze, is taken from the 12 April edition of the Army Times, and the second article (page 2) is by Niels C. Sorrells of CQ Today: 


“…Defense and service officials show no sense of urgency because preliminary recruiting and retention reports reveal no downside — yet — to the biggest mobilization of reserve and National Guard forces since World War II. But members of the House and Senate Armed Services Committees fear inaction will breed big problems.”


“Military officials testifying before McHugh’s subcommittee and its Senate counterpart said they are working to reduce stress on reservists. But their short-term plan is to simply try to provide more predictability in planned mobilizations while pursuing long-term adjustments to the active-reserve force mix. 


In contrast, lawmakers are considering a wide range of near-term boons for reservists — among them: better retirement benefits, a tax-free savings plan to help cover financial stresses of active duty, improved GI Bill education benefits and expanded health care.”


This worries Pentagon officials, who urge Congress to slow down. “We need to be very careful,” said Thomas Hall, assistant defense secretary for reserve affairs.  “Innovative management actions” and shifting duties could be “sufficient” to ease the stress of reservist overuse, Hall said.


“The push to rebalance the force already is underway, Hall said. The services shifted a combined 10,000 positions in 2003, are doing 20,000 more this year and plan another 20,000 in 2005.”


See more Hearing Quotes on page 2:




















FOR MORE INFORMATION ON TRICARE: 





Start dates for each portion of the pilot program will be available online via the TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.tricare.osd.mil" ��www.tricare.osd.mil� and the Reserve Affairs Web site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/ra" ��www.defenselink.mil/ra�. TMA will also post news releases, frequently asked questions (FAQs) and updated fact sheets online and distribute public affairs guidance to provide timely information on the pilot program to all Reserve Component members and their families.








Ever wondered what’s done with a significant piece of the Air Force’s budget--“Research and Development…” (RDT&E), and Science and Technology”(S&T)?  Visit the Air Force Research Lab online to find out more:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afrl.af.mil/welcome.html" ��http://www.afrl.af.mil/welcome.html�








HQ USAF/RE Congressional Orientation Class Dates for FY 04- 05


April 26 - 28		Wing CCs			May 9 - 12		Enlisted


		June 6 - 9		Officers			July 11 - 14		Enlisted


		October 17 - 20	Enlisted			November 7 - 10	Officers


							








STAY INFORMED!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm" ��http://www.afrc.af.mil/special/afrab/afrab.htm�


   � HYPERLINK "http://afsahq.org/" ��http://afsahq.org/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/" ��http://www.senate.gov/�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.esgr.org/" ��http://www.esgr.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html" ��http://www.access.gpo.gov/congress/index.html�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.house.gov/" ��http://www.house.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/�   � HYPERLINK "http://www.afa.org/" ��http://www.afa.org/�    � HYPERLINK "http://www.roa.org/" ��http://www.roa.org/�











�  Note from the Editor      Thank you to all the units who continue to stay plugged in to Congress.  August will be here before you know it--start planning your August recess events with those Members NOT running for re-election. If you have any questions, give REI a call or email:    � HYPERLINK "mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil" ��mailto:Cathy.Haverstock@pentagon.af.mil� 


DSN:  223-2452   Comm:  703-693-2452 





JARGON DRILL


mandatory spending - Spending (budget authority and outlays) controlled by laws other than annual 


appropriations acts.


markup - The process by which congressional 


committees and subcommittees debate, amend, and rewrite proposed legislation.


"must pass" bill - A vitally important measure that 


Congress must enact, such as annual money bills to fund operations of the government. Because of their 


must-pass quality, these measures often attract "riders" (unrelated policy provisos).    For more information  go to:�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm" ��http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/b_three_sections_with_teasers/glossary.htm�





LINKS to Session Calendars for House and Senate


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/ds/index.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/ds/index.html�











Hearing Quotes…(cont’d from page 1)


“…Several members of the Senate Appropriations Defense Subcommittee questioned whether the strain of extended deployments overseas was beginning to harm Guard and reserve units, either because troops decide to leave the military or because they are pressured into doing so by family members and employers who want them back in the United States.”


But the service chiefs spoke optimistically about maintaining adequate forces in the near future. The only hint of a problem came when Lt. Gen. James E. Sherrard III, chief of the Air Force Reserve, testified that he has had problems convincing active duty troops to join the reserve when they depart  the regular forces. “A perceived likelihood of activation and deployment are being cited as significant reasons why separating members are declining to choose continuing military service in the Reserve,” he said in prepared testimony. He said the reserve have made up the loss by concentrating their efforts on recruiting people who have never served in the military before.  To View the articles in their entirety, go to Defenselink: � HYPERLINK "http://www.defenselink.mil/" ��http://www.defenselink.mil/�





LINK to Appropriations Bill Tracker


� HYPERLINK "http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html" ��http://thomas.loc.gov/home/approp/app04.html�


Keep track of all 13 Appropriations bills and Homeland Security funding





� Unit Outreach Activities


* *The following units participated in outreach events in DC or reported contact during March:  315AW, 931ARG, and 934AW…thanks to all for your continued support.      


I If you would like the opportunity to learn about the legislative process in DC, see the class dates below:


�
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